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AMERICAN PUBLISHER'S PREFACE.

THE year 1123 forms an important epoch in the
history of the Order, and among the Masonic writers
of that period there are few more deserving of notice
than the author of the "Constitutions of Freemasonry."
The Masonic world have already dignified him with the
reputation of a classic, and enrolled his name among
that select number whose works belong alike to every
nation, and are destined to float down the stream of
time, untouched by the flood of oblivion, which soon
overtakes the mass of authors, as it does the masfl_ of
other men.
"Incredibili industrim- diligentia singulari," said
the ancients in their descriptions of individuals eminent for merit; and, indeed, it must be owned that, in
his laborious compilations, " extracted from the ancient
records of lodges beyond sea"-a work characterized
by inqustry and the love of truth-no writer is more
eminently entitled to the encomium than JA~!ES ANDERsoN. His varied acquirements, deep research, wonde.r ful
industry, great experience and boundless resources of
knowledge, both practical and theoretical, have done
much to advance the cause of Masonry.
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AliERICAN PUBLISHER'S PREFACE.

Dr. ANDERSON's work made its appearance at a most
seasonable time; for he himself says, "It is highly
probable that many valuable documents relative to the
Society were destroyed, at the revival of the Order
in 1 H 7." No pains were spared-no labor lost-in
examining the old records for Masonic information·
Six years afterwards the work which has done s~ much
honor to its author, appeared as a vehicle of valuable
intelligence to the craft, and without which no Masonic
library is now complete.
In presenting an American edition of "Anderson's
Constitutions" to the l\Iasonic Fraternity, the Publisher
feels confident that there are but few readers in the
Order who have not dwelt with interest and delight on
the pages of this most popular work-popular at least
with Masons, and esteemed by them as the wriUen
Landmarks of .Masonry.
•The orthography of the original London edition of
1723, of which this work is a reprint, is scrupulously
followed and retained. The typographical execution
of the present edition will render it, no doubt, an ornament to the library, so that by this means the Publishct·
is able to include in a neat, economical and substantial
form, a large amount of instruction on the most important principles of the Order.

DEDICATION.

TO

HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF l\IONTAGU.
~.[1

LORD,

Y Order of his GRACE the DuKE oF
"WHARTON, the present Right vVorshipful GRAND ~fAsTER of the FREEMAsONS ; and, as his Deputy, I humbly
dedicate this BooK oF THE CoNSTITUTIONS of
our ancient FRATERNITY to your GRACE, in
testimony of your honourable, prudent, and
vigilant discharge of the office of our GRANDMA-TER last year.
I need not tell your GRAcE what pains our learned
AuTHOR has taken in compiling and digesting this book
from the OLD REcoRDs, and how accurately he has compared and made every thing agreeable to HrsTORY and
CHRONOLOGY, so as to render these NEw CoNsTITUTIONS a
just and exact account of :MAsONRY from the beginning
of the \Vorld to your GRACE's MAsTERSHIP, still prcserv-
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ing all that was truly ancient and authentick in the
old ones : For every Brother will be pleased with the
performance, that knows it had your GRACE's perusal
and approbation, and that it is now printed for the use
of the LoDGES, after it was approved by the GRANDLoDGE, when your GRACE was GRAND liiA.STER. All the
BROTHERHOOD will ever remember the honour your GRACE
has done them, and your care for their Peace, Harmony,
and lasting Friendship : Which none is more duly
sensible of than,
My LORD,
Your GRACE's
Most oblig'd, and
Most obedient Servant,
And Faithful Brother,

J. T. DESAGULIERS,
Deputy Grand-1ia.ster.

THE

CONSTITUTION,
HISTORY, LAWS, CHARGES, ORDERS, REGULATIONS,
AND USAGES,
OF THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL FRATERNITY OF

ACCEPTED FREE MASONS;
COLLEm'ED

JTrom t!)rir ~eneral ~rcorb's, nnb' t!)e fattJJfnl
l!rrall it ions of ntilttJ? ages.
TO BE READ

At the .Admission of a NEw BROTHER, when the MASTER
or WARDEN shall begin, or order some other Brother
to read as follows :
DAM, our first parent, created after
the image of GoD, the great Architect of the Universe, must have had
the Liberal Sciences, particularly
;i-E<Hrn~TRY, written on his heart; for, even
since the fall we find the principles of it in
the hearts of his offspring, and which, ill
process of time, have been drawn forth into
a convenient method of propositions, by observing
the LAws of PROPORTIO~, taken from Mechanism ;
so that, as the Mechanical Arts gave occasion to the
learned to reduce the clements of Geometry into
method, this noble science, thus reduced, is the
foundation of all those arts, (particularly of M.A.-
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SONRY and ARCHITECTURE) and the rule by which
they are conducted and performed.
No doubt ADAM taught his sons Geome~ry, and
the use of it, in the several arts and crafts convenient, at least, for those early times ; for CAIN, we
find, built a city, wl1ich he called Consecrated, or
Dedicated, after the name of his eldest son ENOCH ;
and becoming the Prince of the one half of mankind, his posterity would imitate his royal example
in improving both the noble science and the useful
art.*
Nor can we suppose that SETH was less instructed,
who, being the Prince of the other half of mankind,
and also the prime cultivator of Astronomy, would
take equal care to teach Geometry and l\Iasonry to
his offspring, who had also the mighty advantage
of ADAM's living among them:r
But without regarding uncertain accounts, we
may safely conclude the Old World, that lasted
o As other Arts were also improved by them, viz: working in
metal by TunAL CAIN, music by JuBAL, pasturage and tentmaking by JABAL, which last is good architecture.
t For by some vestiges of antiquity we find one of 'em, godly
ENocn, (who dy'd not, but was translated alive to Heuven) prophccying of the final oonflugration AT THE DAY oF JUDGliE..'>T (as St.
JunE tells us) and likewise of the general Deluge for the puni~h
m cnt of the world: Upon which he erected his two large pillars,
(tho' some ascribe them to Seth) the one of stone, and the other
of brick, whereon were cngraven the Liberal Science~, &c. And
that the stone pillar remain'd in Syria until the days of VESPA
srAN the Emperor.
·
.
'

FREEMASONRY.

13

1,656 years, could not be ignorant of Masonry;
and that both the families of SETH and CAIN erected
many curious works, until at length NOAH, the ninth
from SETH, was commanded and directed of God to
build the great Ark, which, though of wood, was
certainly fabricated by Geometry, and according to
the rules of Masonry.
NOAH, and his three sons, J APHET, SHEM, and
llAM, all Masons true, brought with them over the
flood the traditions and arts of the antedeluvians,
and amply communicated them to their growing offspring; for about 101 years after the flood, we find
a vast number of them, if not the whole race of
NOAH, in the vale of Shinar, employed in building a
city and large tower, in order to make to themselves
a name, and to prevent their dispersion. And
though they carried on the work to a monstrous
height, and by their vanity provoked God to confound their devices, by confounding their speech,
which occasioned their dispersion, yet their skill in
~Iasonry is not the less to be celebrated, having
spent above 53 years in that prodigious work, and
upon their dispersion carried the mighty knowledge
with them into distant parts, where they found the
good use of it in the settlement of their kingdoms,
commonwealths, and dynasties. And though afterwards it was lost in most parts of the earth, it was
especially preserved in Shinar and Assyria, where
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NIMROD,* the founder of that monarchy, after the
dispersion, built many splendid cities, as Ereck,
Accad, and Calneh, in Shinar; from whence after·
wards he went forth into Assyria, and built Niniveh, Rehoboth, Caleh, and Rhesin.
In these parts, upon the Tygris and Euphrates,
afterwards flourished many learned priests and mathematicians, known by the names of Chaldees and
Magi, who preserved the good science Geometry, as
the kings and great men encouraged the Royal Art.
But it is not expedient to speak more plain of the
premises, except in a formed Lodge.
From hence, therefore, the Science and Art were
both transmitted to latter ages and distant climes,
notwithstanding the confusion of languages or dialects, which, though it might help to give rise to the
Masons' faculty and ancient universal practice of
conversing without speaking, and of knowing each
other at a distance, yet hindered not the improvement of Masonry in each colony, and their communication in their distinct national dialect.
And no doubt the Royal Art was brought down
to Egypt by MITZRAU.I, the second son of HAM,
about six years after the confusion at Babel, and
o NIMROD, which signifies a REDEL, wo.s the name given him by
the holy Family, and by MosES; but among his friends in CuALDEA, his proper name was BELus, which signifies LoRD ; and
afterwards was worshipped as a God by many nations, under the
name of BEL, or BAAL, and became the BAccnus of the Ancients,
or BAR Cuus, the son of CHus.

Un
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after the flood 160 years, when he led thither his
colony; (for Egypt is l\IITZRAIM in Hebrew) because
we find the river Nile's overflowing its banks soon
caused an improvement in Geometry, which conse·
quently brought Masonry much in request ; for the
ancient noble cities, with the other magnificent cdi·
flees of that country, and particularly the famous
Pyramids, demonstrate the early taste and genius
of that ancient kingdom. Nay, one of those Egyp·
tian Pyramids* is reckoned the first of the seven
wonders of the world, the account of which, by historians and travellers, is almost incredible.
The Sacred Records inform us well that the
eleven great sons of CANAAN (the youngest son of
HAM) soon fortified themselves in strongholds and
stately walled cities, and erected most beautiful
temples and mansions ; for, when the Israelites,
under the great JosHUA, invaded their country, they
found it so regularly fenced, that without the immediate intervention of God in behalf of his peculiar
people, the Canaanites were impregnable and invincible. Nor can we suppose less of the other sons
of HAM, viz : Causa, his eldest, in South Arabia,
o The marble stones, brought a vast way from the quarries of
were most of 'em 30 foot long; and its foundation cov·
er' d the ground of 700 foot on each side, or 2800 foot in compass,
and 481 in perpendicular height. And in perfecting it were
employ'd every day, for 20 whole years, 360,000 men, by some
ancient EGYPTIAN KING, long before the IsnAELITES were a people,
for the honor of his Empire, and at last to become his To1m.

ARABIA,
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and PHUT, or PHUTS, (now called FEz) in West
Africa.
And surely the fair and gallant posterity of
JAPHET, (the eldest son of NoAH) even such as
travelled into the isles of the Gentiles, must h::we
been equally skilled in Geometry and :Masonry ;
though we know little of their transactions and
mighty works until their original knowledge was
almost lost by the havock of war, and by not maintaining a due correspondence with the polite and
learned nations ; for, when that correspondence was
opened in after ages, we find they began to be most
curious architects.
The posterity of SHE:t.I had also equal opportunities of cultivating the useful art, even those of them
that planted their colonies in the south and east of
Asia, much more those of them that in the great
Assyrian empire lived in a separate state, or were
blended with other families: nay, that holy branch
of SHEM (of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ
came) could not be unskilful in the learned arts of
Assyria; for ABRAM, after the confusion at Babel
about 268 years, was called out of U r of the Cbaldees, where he learned Geometry, and the arts that
are performed by it, which he would carefully transmit to IsHMAEL, to IsAAC, and to his sons, by KETURAH ; and by IsAAC, to EsAU and JACOB, and the
twelve Patriarchs ; nay, the Jews believe that

Um Ca
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ABRAM also instructed the Egyptians in the Assyrian
learning.
Indeed, the select family long used military
architecture only, as they were sojourners among
strangers; but before the 430 years of their peregrination were expired, even about 86 years before
their exodus, the Kings of Egypt forced most of
them to lay down their shepherd's instruments and
warlike accoutrements, and trained them to another
sort of architecture in stone and brick, as Holy
Writ and other histories acquaint us, which GoD
did wisely over-rule, in order to make them good
Masons before they possessed the promised land,
then famous for most curious Masonry.
And while marching to Canaan, through Arabia,
under MosEs, God was pleased to inspire BEZALEEr,,
of the tribe of Judah, and AHOLIAB, of the tribe of
Dan, with wisdom of heart for erecting that most
glorious tent or tabernacle, wherein the Shechinah
resided, which, though not of stone or brick, was
framed by Geometry, a most beautiful piece of
architecture, (and proved afterwards the model of
SoLOMON's Temple) according to the pattern that
GoD had shown to MosEs in the Mount ; who therefore became the General Master l\fason, as well as
King of J essurun, being well skilled i11 all the
Egyptian learning, and divinely inspirerl with more
sublime knowledge in l\Iasonry.
So that the Israelites, at their leaving Bgypt, were

18

HISTORY OF

a whole kingdom of Masons, well instructed, under
the conduct of their Grand :1Iaster ~lOSES, who
often marshalled them into a regular and general
Lodge, while in the wilderness, and gave them wise
cl1arges, orders, &c., had they been well observed!
But no more of the premises must be mentioned.
And after they were possessed of Canaan, the
Israelites came not short of the old inhabitants in
Masonry, but rather vastly improved it, by the
special direction of Heaven; they fortified better,
and improved their city houses and the palaces of
their chiefs, and only fell short in sacred architecture while the Tabernacle stood, but no longer ; for
the finest sacred building of the Canaanites was the
Temple of Dagon in Gaza of the Philistines, very
magnificent; and capacious enough to receive 5000
people under its roof, that was artfully supported
by two main columns,* and was a wonderful discovery of their mighty skill in true l\Iasonry, as
must be owned.
But Dagon's Temple, and the finest structures of
Tyrc and Sidon, could not be compared with the
Eternal Gon's T emple at Jerusalem, begun and
o By which the glorious SAMPSON pull'd it down upon the
Lords of the PHILISTINES, and was also entangled in the same
death which be drew upon his en emies for putting out his eyes.
after be had reveal'd his secrets to his wife, that betray'd him
into their bands ; for which weakness be never bad the honor to
be numbered among Masons : But it is not convenient to write
more of this.
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finished, to the amazement of all the world, in the
short space of seven years and six months, by that
wisest man and most glorious King of Israel, the
Prince of Peace and Architecture, SoLOMON, (the
son of DAVID, who was refused that honour for
being a man of blood) by divine direction, without
the noise of workmen's tools, though there were employed about it no less than 3,600 Princes,* or
Master Masons, to conduct the work according to
SoLOMON's directions, with 80,000 hewers of stone
in the mountain, or Fellow Craftsmen, and 70,000
labourers, in all .
153,600
Besides the levy under ADONIRAM to
work in the mountains of Lebanon by
30,000
turns with the Sidonians, viz :
being in all .

183,600

o In I KL.'IGB, v. 16, they are call'd 'C"','"IM RARODnt, Rulers or
Provosts assisting King SoLOMON, who were set over the work,
and their number there is only 3,300: But 2 CHRON. n. 18, thq
are called 'C~:-J:Z~):) I\lE.'i'ATZCHBI, Overseers and Comforters of the
people in working, and in number, 3,600 ; because either 300
might be more curious artists, and the OvERSEERS of the said
3,300, or rather, not so excellent, and only DEPUTY-MASTERS, to
supply their places in case of death or absence, that so there
might be always 3,300 ACI'ING llfASTERS compleat; or else they
might be the OvERSEERS of the 70,000 ~::Jtl UJ"~ Isn SAnDAL, men
of burden, or labourers, who were not l\Iasons, but served the
80,000 ::J;:::-1 'IV"'~ IsH CHOTZED, men of Hewing, called also t:;~';:l)
GlliBI.nr, stone-cutters and sculpturers ; and also, BoNAr, ~::l
Builders in stone, part of which belonged to SoLOMON, and part
to HIRAli1 King of TYRE, I KINGS, v. 18.

20
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for which great number of ingenious Masons, SoLOwas much obliged to HIRAU, or HURAM, King
of Tyre, who sent his masons and carpenters to
J crusalem, and the firs and cedars of Lebanon to
Joppa, the next sea-port.
But above all, he sent his namesake HIRAM, or
HuRAU, the most accomplished Mason upon earth.*
And the prodigious expence of it also enhaunceth
its excellency; for besides King DAviD's vast preparations, his richer son SoLOMON, and all the
liON

oWe read (2 CHitON. ii. 13.) HIRAM, King of TYRE, (called there
HURAM) in his letter to King SOLOMON, says, I HAVE SE!"T A
CUNNING MAN, ~:::0~ t:l"'\1:1~ LE HURAM Anm, not to be translated
according to the vulg:u GREEK and LATL'l, HURA~! MY FATHER, as
if this Architect was King HIRAM's Father; for his descrirtion,
ver. 14, refutes it, and the original plainly imports, HURAM OP
MY FATHER's, viz. the chief ].fAsTER-MAsoN of my Father, King
Amnuws; (who enlarg'd and beautify'd the city of TYnE, as
ancient histories inform us, whereby the TYRIAKS at this time
were most expert in MASOlnn) tho' some think HIRAM the King
might call HIRAM the Architect Father, as learned and skillful
men were wont to be call'd of old times, or as JosEPH was call'd
the Father of PHARAOH; and as the same HIRAM is call'd SowliON's Father, (2 CHRON. iv. 16.) where ' tis said
h~~tl
"1~~~
1~:::.~
t:l"'\111
hiDY
SHELOl!OH LAMMELECH
ABHIF CHURAM GHNASAH,
DID RURAl!, HIS FATHER, l!AKE TO KI!"G SOLOMON.

But the difficulty is over at once, by allowing the word AmP
to be the surname of HmAM the Mason, called also (Chap. ii. 13.)
HIRAM Am, as here HmAl! AmP; for being so amply describ'd,
(Chap. ii. 14.) we may easily suppose his surname would not be
conceal'd: And this reading makes the sense plain and compleat,
viz. that HmAx, King of Tyre, sent to King SoLO]!ON his namesake HIRAM ABIF, the Prince of Architects, describ'd (I Kings, vii.
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wealthy Israelites, and the nobles of all the neighbouring kingdoms, largely contributed towards it
in gold, silver, and rich jewels, that amounted to a
sum almost incredible.
Nor do we read of anything in Canaan so large,
the wall that inclosed it being 7,700 foot in compass ; far less any holy structure fit to be named
with it, for exactly proportioned and beautiful Ctl·
mensions, from the magnificent porch on the east to
14.) to be a Widow's Son of the Tribe of Napthali; and in (2
Chron. ii. 14.) the said King of Tyre calls him the son of a woman

of the daughters of Dru.~ ; and in both places, that his father was
a man of Tyre; which difficulty is remov'd, by supposing his
Mother was either of the 1'!:ibe of Dru.~, or of the Daughters of
the city call'd DAN in the Tribe of NAPTrrALI, and his deceased
Father had been a N API'HALITE, whence his Mother was call' d a
widow of Napthali; for his Father is not call'd a Tyrian by
descent, but a man of Tyre by habitation ; as OnF.D Eoo::u the Levite
is call'd a Gittite by living among the Gittites, and the Apostle
PAUL a man of Tm·sus. But supposing a mistake in transcribers,
and that his Father was really a Tyrian by blood, and his Mother
only of the Tribe of DA:-1 or NAPI'HALI, that can be no bar
against allowing of his vast capacity ; for as his Father was a
worker in brass, so he himself was fill' d with wisdom and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass: And as King
Sow::uox sent for him, so King HIRAM, in his letter to Sow::uoN,
says, And now I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, skilful to work in gold, silver, brass, iron, stone,
timber, purple, blue, fine linnen and crimson; also (o grave any
manner of graving, and to find out every device which shall be
put to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men
of my Lord DAVID thy Father. This divinely inspired workman
mnintain'd this character in erecting the Temple, and in working
the utensils thereof, far beyond the performances of A.nOLIAD and
Br.zALl':EI., being also universally capable of all sorts of 1\fasonry.
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the glorious and reverend Sanctum Sanctorum on
the west, with most lovely and convenient apartments for the Kings and Princes, Priests and Levites, Israelites, and Gentiles also ; it being an
House of Prayer for all nations, and capable of receiving in the Temple proper, and in all its courts
and apartments together, no less than 300,000
people, by a modest calculation, allowing a square
cubit to each person.
And if we consider the 1,453 columns of Parian
marble, with twice as many Pillasters, both having
glorious capitals of several orders, and about 2,24G
windows, besides those in the pavement, with the
unspeakable and costly decorations of it within;
(and much more might be said) we must conclude
its prospect to transcend our imagination; and that
it was justly esteemed by far the :finest piece of
Masonry upon earth before or since, and the chief
wonder of the world ; and was dedicated or consecrated, in the most solemn manner, by King
SOLOMON.

But leaving what must not, and indeed cannot
he communicated by writing, we may warrantably
affirm, th~t however ambitious the lJCathen were in
cultivating of the Royal Art, it was never perfected
until GoD condescended to instruct his peculiar
people in rearing the above-mentioned stately tent,
and in building at length this gorgeous house, fit
for the special refulgence of his glory, where he
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dwelt between the Cherubims on the Mercy-Seat,
and from thence gave them frequent oraculous
responses.
This most sumptuous, splendid, beautiful, and
glorious edifice, attracted soon the inquisitive artists
of all nations to spend some time at Jerusalem, and
survey its peculiar excellencies, as much as was allowed to the Gentiles, whereby they soon discovered
that all the world, with their joint skill, came far
short of the Israelites in the wisdom and dexterity
of architecture, when the wise King SoLOMON was
Grand Master of the Lodge at Jerusalem, and the
leamed King Hm..nr was Grand Master of the
Lodge at Tyre, and the inspired HIRAM ABIF was
Master of Work, and Masonry was under the immediate care and direction of Heaven, when the noble
and the wise thought it their honour to be assisting
to the ingenious Masters and Craftsmen, and when
the Temple of the true GoD became the wonder of
all travellers, by which, as by the most perfect pattern, they corrected the architecture of their own
country upon their return.
So that after the erection of SoLOMON's Temple,
Masonry was improved in all the neighbouring nations; for the many artists employed about it, under
RmA:u ABIF, after it was finished, dispersed themselves into Syria, Mesopotamia, Assyria, Chaldea,
Babylonia, Media, Persia, Arabia, Africa, Lesser
Asia, Greece, and other parts of Europe, where they
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taught this liberal art to the free born sons of eminent persons, by whose dexterity the kings, princes,
and potentates built many glorious piles, and became the Grand Masters, each in his own territory,
and were emulous of excelling in this Royal Art ;
nay, even in India, where the correspondence was
open, we may conclude the same ; but none of the
nations, nor all together, could rival the Israelit~s,
far less excel them, in Masonry, and their 'l'emplc
remained the constant pattern.*
Nay, the Grand Monarch NEBUCHADNEZAR could
never, with all his unspeakable advantages, carry up
his Masonry to the beautiful strength and magnificence of the Temple work, which he had, in warlike
rage, burnt down, after it had remained in splendor
o For tho' the Temple of Diana at Ephesus is suppos' d to have
been first built by some of JAPHET's posterity, that made a settlement in Jonia about the time of MosEs; yet it was often demolish' d, and then rebuilt for the sake of improvements in Masonry ;
and we cannot compute the period of its last glorious crectioll
(that became another of the seven wonders of the world) to be
prior to that of Sor.<mox's Temple; but that long afterwards tho
Kings of Lesser Asi.c'l join'd, for 220 years, in finishing it, with
107 columns of the finest marble, and many of them with most
exquisite sculpture (each at the expence of a King, by the !\fasterMason's DRESiruox and ARCHIPHRON) to support the planked
cieling and roof of pure cedar, as the doors and linings were of
cypress : Whereby it bcca.mc the mistrcs.'l of Lesser Asia, in length
425 foot, and in breadth 220 foot: Nay, so admirable a fabrick,
that XEilXF.'lleft it standing when l1C burnt all the other temples
in his way to Greece ; tho' at last it was set on fire and burnt
down by a vile fellow, only for the lust of being talk'd of, on
the very day that ALEXA.'mEil the GREAT w~s born.
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416 years from its consecration.

For after his wars
were over, and general peace proclaimed, he set his
heart on architecture, and became the Grand l\Iastcr Mason ; and having before led captive the
ingenious artists of Judea, and other conquered
countries, he raised indeed the largest work upon
earth, even the walls* and city, the palaces and
hanging gardens, the bridge and temple of Babylon,
the third of the seven wonders of the world, though
o In thickness, 87 foot, in height 350 foot, and in compass 480
furlongs, or 60 British miles in an exact square of 15 miles a side,
built of large bricks, cemented with the hard bitumen of that
old vale of Shinar, with 100 gates of brass, or 25 a-side, and 250
towers ten foot higher than the wall.
From the said 25 gates in each side went 25 streets in strait
lines, or in all 50 streets, each 15 miles long, with four half
streets next the walls, each 200 foot broad, as the entire streets
were 150 foot broad: And so the whole city was thus cut out into
676 squares, each being 2 miles and J,in compass; round which
wero the houses built three or four stories high, well-adoru'd,
and accommodated with yards, gardens, &c. A branch of the
Euphrates run thro' the middle of it, from north to south, over
which, in the heart of the city, was built a stately bridge, in
length a fmlong, and thirty foot in breadth, by wonderful art,
for supplying the want of a foundation in the river. At the two
ends of this bridge were two magnificent palaces, the old palace,
the seat of ancient Kings, at the east end, upon the ground of
four squares: and the new palace at the west end, built by NEI!t:CIIADSEZZAR, upon the ground of nine squares, with hanginggardens (so much celebrated by the Greeks) where the loftiest
trees could grow as in the fields, \'rcctctl in a square of 400 foot,
on each side, carried up hy terraces, and sustained by vast arches
built upon ar~hes, until the highest terrace cqual'd the height
of the city-walls, with a curious aqueduct to water the whole
gardens. Old Babelimprov'd, stood on the east side of the river,
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vastly inferior, in the sublime perfection of l\Iasonry,
to the holy, charming, lovely Temple of GoD. But
as the Jewish captives were of special use to NEBU·
CHADNEZZAR in his glorious buildings, so being thus
kept at work, they retained their great skill in Masonry, and continued very capable of rebuilding tlw
holy Temple and city of Salem upon its old foundations, which was ordered by the edict or decree of
the grand CYRUS, according to Gon's Word, that
had foretold his exaltation and this decree : And

•

and the new town on the west side, much larger than the old,
and built in order to make this capital exceed old Niniveh, tho'
it never had so many inhabitants by one half. The river was
begirt with banks of brick, as thick as the city walls, in length .
twenty miles, viz. fifteen miles within the city, and two miles
and a half above and below it, to keep the water within its channel; and each street that cross'd the river had a brazen gate
leading down to the water on both banks ; a,nd west of the city
was a prodigious lake, in compass 160 miles, with a canal from
the river into it, to prevent inundations in the summer.
In the old town, was the old tower of Dabel, at the foundation
a square of half a mile in compass, consisting of eight square
towers built over each other, with stairs on the out-side round it,
going up to the observatory on the top, 600 foot high (which is
19 foot higher than the highest pyramid) whereby they became
the first Astronomers. And in the rooms of the grand tower,
with arched roofs, supported by pillars 75 foot high, the idolatrous worship of their God BELUS was pCiform'd, till now, that
this mighty Mason and Monarch erected round this ancient pile
a temple of two furlongs on every side, or a mile in compass;
where h e lodg'd the sacred trophies of Sormro:~'s 'fE)!PLE, and the
golden image 90 foot high, that he had consecrated in the plains
of Dura, as were formerly in the tower lodg' d many other golden
images, and many precious things, that were afterwards all
I!Ci7.ed by XERXF.s, and amounted to above 21 millions sterling.
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CYRUS, having constituted ZERUBBABEL, the son of
SALATHIEL (of the seed of DAVID, by NATHAN, the
brother of SoLOMON, whose royal family was now
extinct,) the head, or Prince of the captivity, and
the leader of the Jews and Israelites returning to
Jerusalem, they began to lay the foundation of the
second Temple, and would have soon finished it, if
CYRUS had lived ; but at length they put on the
cape-stone, in the 6th year of DARIUS, the Persian
monarch, when it was dedicated with joy and many
great sacrifices by ZERUBBABEL, the Prince and
Generall\Iaster Mason of the Jews, about 20 years
after the decree of the Grand CYRUS. And though
this Temple of ZERUBBABEL came far short of SoLOMON's Temple, was not so richly adorned with gold
and diamonds, and all manner of precious stones,
nor had the Shechinah and the holy relicks of MosEs
in it, &c., yet being raised exactly upon SOLOMON's
And when all was finish'd, King NEBUCHAD!i'EZZAR walking in
state in his hanging-gardens, and from thence taking a review
of the whole city, proudly boasted of this his mighty work ;
saying, is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house
of the Kingdom, by the might of- my power, and for the honour
of my Majesty? but had his pride immediately rebuk' d by a
voice from Heaven, and punish'd by brutal madness for seven
years, until he gave glory to the God of Heaven, the Omnipotent
Architect of the Universe, which he publish'd by a decree thro'
all his empire, and dy'd next year, before his great Babylon was
little more than half inhabited (tho' he had Jed many nations
captive for that purpose); nor was it ever fully peopled; for in
25 years after his death, the Grand CYRUS conquer'd it, and
remov' d the throne to Shushan in Persia.
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foundation, and according to his model, it was still
the most regular, symmetrical, and glorious edifice
in the whole world, as the enemies of the Jews have
often testified and acknowledged.
At length the Royal Art was carried into Greece,
whose inhabitants have left us no evidence of such
improvements in Masonry, prior to SoLo.Mox's
Temple ;* for their most ancient buildings, as the
Citadel of Athens, with the Parthenon, or Temple
of Minerva, the Temples also of Theseus, of Jupiter
Olympius, &c., their porticos also, and forums,
their theatres and gymnasiums, their public halls,
curious bridges, regular fortifications, stout ships
of war, and stately palaces, were all erected after
the Temple of SoLOMON, and most of them even
after the Temple of ZERUBBABEL.
Nor do we find the Grecians arrived to any considerable knowledge in Geometry before the great
THALES l\fiLESIUS, the philosopher, who died in the
reign of BELSHAZZAR, and the time of the Jewish
captivity. But his scholar, the greater PYTHAGO·
RAS, proved the author of the 47th Proposition of
o The Grecians having been long degenerated into barbarity,
forgetting their original skill in lllasonry, (which their forefathers brought from Assyria) by their frequent mixtures with
other barbarous nations, their mutual invasions, and wasting,
bloody wars ; until by travelling and corresponding with the
Asiatics and Egyptians, they rcviv'd their Jmowlcdge in Geometry and l\Iasonry both, though few of the Grecians had the
honour to own it.
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EucLID's first book, which, if duly observed, i!1
the foundation of all Masonry, sacred, civil, and
military.*
'l'hc people of Lesser Asia about this time gave
large encouragement to Masons for erecting all
sorts of sumptuous buildings, one of which must not
be forgot, being usually reckoned the fourth of the
seven wonders of the world, viz : the Mausoleum, or
Tomb of 1\f.A.usows, King of Caria, between Lycia
and Jonia, at Halicarnassus, on the side of Mount
Taurus, in that kingdom, at the command of ARTEMISIA, his mournful widow, as the splendid testimony of her love to him, built of the most curious
marble, in circuit 411 foot, in height 25 cubits, surrounded with 26 columns of the most famous sculpture, and the whole open on all sides, with arches
73 foot wide, performed by the four principal Master Masons and engravers of those times, viz: the
cast side by ScoPAS, the west by LEOCHARES, the
north by BmAX, and the south by TnroTHEUS.
But after PYTHAGORAS, Geometry became the
o PYTIIAGORAS travell'd into Egypt the year that TnALES dy'd,
and living there among the Priests 22 years, became expert in
Geometry, and in all the Egyptian learning, until he was captured by CAlffiYSES, King of Persia, and sent to Babylon, whcro
he was much conversant with the Chaldean Magi, and the learned
Babylonish Jews, from whom he borrow'd great knowledge, that
rcndcr'd him very famous in Greece and Italy, where afterward~
he flourish'd and dy'd; when :lfonnECAI was the prime Minister
of State to AnAsmm::s King of Persia, and ten years after ZEnunnAnEL's Temple was finish' d.
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darling study of Greece, where many learned philosophers arose, some of whom invented sundry Propositions, or Elements of Geometry, and reduced
them to the use of the mechanical arts.* Nor need
we doubt that Masonry kept pace with Geometry ;
or rather, always followed it in proportioned gradual
improvements, until the wonderful EuCLID of Tyre
flourished at Alexandria, who, gathering up the
scattered elements of Geometry, digested them into
a method that was never yet mended, (and for which
his name will be ever celebrated) under the pn.tronage of PTOL01liEus, the son of LAGus, King of Egypt,
one of the immediate successors of ALEXANDER the
Great.
And as the noble science came to be more methodically taught, the Royal .A.rt was the more generally esteemed and improved among the Grecians,
who at length arrived to the same skill and magnificence in it with their teachers, the Asiatics and
Egyptians.
The next King of Egypt, PTOLOMEUS PHILADELPHUS, that great improver of the liberal arts and of
o Or borrow'd from other nations their pretended inventions,
as A.'iAXAGORAS, OE.'iOPIDES, Bnrso, AxTIPBO, DEMOCRITUS, HIPPOCRATES, and Turooonus CYREN.iEL"S, the Master of the divine PLATO,
who amplify'd Geometry, and published the Arts Analytic; from
whose Academy came forth a vast number, that soon dispcrs'd
their knowledge to distant parts, as LEODAlrt"S, TnE2E"l'E'I1:s, AncnYTAS, LEoN, Euooxus, :!IIENArcrmus, and XE:'(O<JRATES, the lllaster
of ARISTOTLE, from whose Academy also came forth EunEMus,
TrrEoPnRASTUs, AniST.tEus, Isrnonus, HYI'SICLES, and many others.

Umv C flf Dtgltt

FREEMASONRY.

31

all useful knowledge, who gathered the greatest library upon earth, and had the Old Testament (at
least the Pentateuch) first translated into Greek,
became an excellent architect and General :Master
~Iason, having, among his other great buildings,
erected the famous Tower of Pharos,* the fifth of
the seven wonders of the world.
We may readily believe that the African nations,
even to the Atlantick shore, did soon imitate Egypt
in such improvements, though history fails, and
there are no travellers encouraged to discover the
valuable remains in Masonry of those once renowned
nations.
Nor should we forget the learned Island of Sicily,
where the prodigious Geometrician ARCHIMEDES
did fiourish,t and was unhappily slain when Syrao On an Island near Alexandria, at one of the mouths of the
Nile, of wonderful height and most cunning workmanship, and
all of the finest marble, and it cost 800 talents, or about 480,000
crowns. The Master of W01·k, under the King, was SISTRATUS, a
most ingenious Mason ; and it was afterwards much admired by
JULius C..ESAR, who was a good judge of most things, though
chiefly conversant in war and politicks. It was intended as a
light-house for the harbor of Alexandria, from which the lighthouses in the Mediterranean were often called Pharos. Though
some, instead of this, mention as the fifth wonder the great Obelisk of SEXIRAms, 150 foot high, and 24 foot square at bottom,
or 90 foot in circuit at the ground, all one intire stone, rising
pyramidically, brought from Armenia to Babylon about the timo
of the siege of Troy, if we may believe the history of SElllRA)tiS.

t While ERATOSTHE~Fs and Coxox flourished in Greece, who
were succeeded by the excellent Arotwxrus of Perga, and many
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cuse was taken by MARCELLUS, the Roman General ;
for from Sicily, a~ well as from Greece, Egypt and
Asia, the ancient Romans learned both the science
and the art, what they knew before being either
mean or irregular ; but as they subdued the nations,
they made mighty discoveries in both; and, like wise
men, led captive, not the body of the people, but the
arts and sciences, with the most eminent professors
and practitioners, to Rome, which thus became the
center of learning, as well as of imperial power, until they advanced to their zenith of glory, under
AuGUSTUS C..iESAR, (in whose reign was born Gon's
l\IESSIAH, the great Architect of the Church,) who,
having laid the world quiet, by proclaiming universal peace, highly encouraged those dexterous artists
that had been bred in the Roman liberty, and their
learned scholars and pupils ; but particularly the
great VITRUVIUS, the father of all true architects to
this day.
Therefore it is rationally believed that the glorious AuGUSTUS became the Grand Master of the
Lodge at Rome, having, besides his patronizing
VITRUVIUS, much promoted the welfare of the Fellow Craftsmen, as appears by the many magnificent
buildings of his reign, the remains of which arc the
pattern and standard of true Masonry in all future
more before the birth of CnmST, who, though not working
Masons, yet wcro good Surveyors ; or at len.st cultivu.tcd Geometry, which is the solid bn.si~ of true Masonry, and its rule.
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times, as they are indeed an epitome of the Asiatic,
Egyptian, Grecian, and Sicilian architecture, which
we often express by the name of the Augustan style,
and which we are now only endeavouring to imitate, and have not yet arrived to its perfection.
The old records of :Masons afford large hints of
their Lodges from the beginning of the world, in
tl10 polite nations, especially in times of peace, and
when the civil powers, abhorring tyranny and sla·
very, gave due scope to the bright and free genius
of their happy subjects ; for then always :Masons,
above all other artists, were the favourites of the
eminent, and became necessary for their grand undm·takings in any sort of materials, not only in
stone, brick, timber, plaister, but even in cloth or
skins, or whatever was used for tents, and for the
various sorts of architecture.
Nor should it be forgot that painters also and
statuaries* were always reckoned good :Masons, as
o For it was not without good reason the ancients thought
that the rules of the beautiful proportions in building were
oopied or taken from the proportions of the body natural. Hence
PnmiAs is reckoned in the number of ancient l\Iasons, for erecting the statue of the goddess NEliESIS at Rhamnus, 10 cubits high,
and that of MINERVA at Athens, 26 cubits high; and that of
JuPITER 0LYHPros, sitting in his temple in Achaia, between the
cities of Elis and Pisa, made of innumemiJle small pieces of porphyry, so exceeding grand and proportioned that it was reckoned
one of the seven wonders, as the famous Colossus at Rhodes wru;
another, and the greatest statue that ever was erected, made of
metal, and dedicated to the sun, 70 cubits high, like a great
tower at a distance, at the entry of an harbour, striding wide
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much as builders, stone-cutters, bricklayers, carpenters, joiners, upholders, or tent-makers, and a vast
many other craftsmen that could be named, who
perform according to Geometry and the rules of
building ; though none since HIRAM ABIF has been
renowned for cunning in all parts of :Masonry ; and
of this enough.
But among the heathen, while tho noble science
Geometry* was duly cultivated, both before and
after the reign of AUGUSTUS, even till the fifth century of the Christian rera, Masonry was had in
great esteem and veneration ; and while the Roman
empire continued in its glory, the Royal Art was
carefully propagated, even to the Ultima Thule, and
a Lodge erected in almost every Roman garrison ;
whereby they generously communicated their cunning to the northern and western parts of Europe,
which had grown barbarous before the Roman con·
enough for the largest ships under sail, built in 12 years uy
CARES, a famous Mason and statuary of Sicyon, and scholar to
the great LYSIPPUS of the same fraternity. This mighty Colossus,
after standing 66 years, fell by an earthquake, and lay in ruines,
the wonder of the world, till Anno Dom. 600, when the Soldan
of Egypt carried off its relicks, which loaded 900 camels.
o By MENELAUS, CLAUDIUS, ProLOMEUS, (who was also the Prince
of Astronomers) PLUTARCH, EUTOcrus (who recites the inventions
of PniLO, DIOcLES, NrcoMEDF..~, Sruonus, and HtnoN, the learned
mcchanick,) KTESIDIUs also, the inventor of pumps (celebrated by
VrTauvrus, PaocLus, l'LINY, and ATnE:\'.d::Us) and GE}IINUS, nlso
equalled by some to EucLID ; so DroPIIANTUs, NrcoMAcnus, 8&llENus, PaocLUs, PArPUs, THEON, &c., all Geometricians, and the
illustrious cultivators of the mechnnicnl arts.
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quest, though we know not certainly how long ; because some think there are a few remains of good
Masonry before that period in some parts of Europe,
raised by the original skill that the first colonies
brought with them, as the Celtic edifices, erected by
the ancient Gauls, and by the ancient Britains too,
who were a colony of the Celtes, long before the
Romans invaded this island.*
But when the Goths and Vandals, that had never
been conquered by the Romans, like . a general
deluge over-ran the Roman empire, with warlike
rage and gross ignorance they utterly destroyed
many of the finest edifices, and defaced others, very
few escaping, as the Asiatic and African nations fell
under the same calamity by the conquests of the
Mahometans, whose grand design is only to convert
the world by fire and sword, instead of cultivating
the arts and sciences.
Thus, upon the declension of the Roman empire,
o The n:>tives within the Roman colonies might be first instructed in building of citadels and bridges, and other fortifications necessary; and afterwards, when their settlement produced
peace, and liberty, and plenty, the aborigines did soon imitate
their learned and polite conquerors in ll[asonry, having then
leisure and a disposition to raise magnificent structures. Nay,
even the ingenious of the neighbouring nations not conquered,
learnt much from the Roman garrisons in times of peace and
open correspondence, when they became emulous of the Roman
glory, and thankful that their being conquered was the means
of recovering them from ancient ignorance and prejudices, when
they began to delight in the Royal Art.
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when the British garrisons were drained, the Angles
and other lower Saxons, invited by the ancient
Britons to come over and help them against the
Scots and Picts, at length subdued the south part
of this island, which they called England, or Land
of the Angles, who, being akin to the Goths, or
rather a sort of Vandals, of the same warlike disposition, and as ignorant heathens, encouraged nothing
but war, till they became Christians; and then too
late lamented the ignorance of their fathers in the
great loss of Roman Masonry, but knew not how to
repair it.
Yet, becoming a free people, (as the old Saxon
laws testify) and having a disposition for Masonry,
they soon began* to imitate the Asiatics, Grecians,
and Romans, in erecting of Lodges and encouraging
o No doubt several Saxon and Scotish Kings, with many of
the nobility, great gentry, and eminent clergy, became the Grand
Masters of those early Lodges, from a mighty zeal then prevalent
for_building magnificent Christian temples; which would also
prompt them to inquire after the laws, charges, regulations, customs, and usages of the ancient Lodges, many of which might be
])reserved by tradition, and all of them very likely in those parts
of the British Islands that were not subdued by the Saxons, from
·whence in time they might be brought, and which the Saxons
were more fond of, than careful to revive Geometry and Homan
Jl!asonry ; as many in all ages have been more curious and careful about the laws, forms, and usages of their respective societies,
thu.n about the arts and sciences thereof.
But neither what was convey'd, nor the manner how, can be
comumnieated by writing, a9 no man can indeed understand it
y.ithout the key of a Fellow Crafh ·
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of Masons, being taught not only from the faithful
traditions and valuable remains of the Britons, but
even by foreign Princes, in whose dominions the
Royal Art had been preserved much from Gothic
ruins, particularly by CHARLES MARTELL, King of
Prance, who, according to the old records of Masons, sent over several expert craftsmen and learned
architects into England, at the desire of the Saxon
kings;· so that during the heptarcby, the Gothic
architecture was as much encouraged here as in
other Christian lands.
And though the many invasions of the Danes occasioned the loss of many records, yet in times of
truce or peace they did not hinder much the good
work, though not performed according to the Augustan style ; nay, the vast expence laid out upon
it, with the curious inventions of the artists to supply the Roman skill, doing the best they could, demonstrate their esteem and love for the Royal Art,
and have rendered the Gothic buildings venerable,
though not imitable by those that relish the ancient
architecture.
A_nd after the Saxons and Danes were conquered
by the Normans, as soon as the wars ended and
peace was proclaimed, the Gothic :\Iasonry was encouraged, even in the reign of the Conqueror,* and
o WrLLIAlr the Conqueror built the Tower of London, and
many strong castles in the country, with several religious edifices, whose example was followed by the nobility and clergy,
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of his son King WILLIAM RuFus, who built West·
minster Hall, the largest one room perhaps in the
earth.
Nor did the Barons' wars, nor the many bloody
wars of the subsequent Norman kings, and their
contending branches, much hinder the most sumptuous and lofty buildings of those times, raised by
the great clergy, (who, enjoying large revenues,
could well bear the expence,) and even by the Crown
too ; for we read King Ed ward III. had an officer
called the King's Free Mason, or General Surveyor
of his buildings, whose name was HENRY YEVELE,
employed by that king to build several abbeys, and
St. Stephen's Chappel at Westminster, where the
House of Commons now sit in Parliament.
But for the further instruction of candidates and
younger brethren, a certain record of Freemasons,
written in the reign of King EDWARD IV. of the
Norman line, gives the following account, viz:
That though the ancient records of the brotherhood in England were many of them destroyed or
lost in the wars of the Saxons and Danes, yet King
ATHELSTAN, (the grandson of King ALFREDE the
Great, a mighty architect) the first anointed King
of England, and who translated the Holy Bible into
the Saxon tongue, when he had brought the land
particul:1rly by ROGER DE llfoNTGOMF.RY, Earl of Arundel, the Arch·
bishop of York, the Bishop of Durham, and GuNDULPH, Dishop
of Rochester, a mighty architect.
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into rest and peace, built many great works, and
encouraged many Masons from France, who were
appointed overseers thereof, and brought with them
the Charges and Regulations of the Lodges, preserved since the Roman times, who also prevailed
with the king to improve the Constitution of the
English Lodges according to the foreign model, and
to increase the wages of working 1\fasons.
That the said King's youngest son, Prince EDWIN,
being taught Masonry, and taking upon him the
Charges of a :Master 1\fason, for the love he had to
the said craft, and the honourable principles whereon it is grounded, purchased a free charter of King
ATHELST.AN, his father, for the Masons having a correction among themselves, (as it was anciently
expressed) or a freedom and power to regulate
themselves, to amend what might happen amiss,
and to hold a yearly communication and General
Assembly.
That accordingly Prince EDWIN summoned all
the Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came and composed a General
Lodge, of which he was Grand l\Iaster ; and having
brought with them all the writings and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French,
and other languages, from the contents thereof that
Assembly did frame the Constitution and Charges
of an English Lodge, made a law to preserve and
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observe the same in all time coming, and ordained
good pay for working Masons, &c.
That in process of time, when Lodges were more
frequent, the right worshipful the Master and Fellows, with consent of the lords of the realm, (for
most great men were then Masons) ordained that
for the future, at the making or admission of a
brother, the Constitution should be read, and the
Charges hereunto annexed, by the Master or Warden; and that such as were to be admitted Master
Masons, or Masters of \V ork, should be examined
whether they be able of cunning to serve their respective Lords, as well the lowest as the highest, to
the honour and worship of the aforesaid art, and to
the profit of their Lords ; for they be their Lords
that employ and pay them for their service and
travel.
And besides many other things, the said record
adds, that those Charges and laws of Freemasons
have been seen and perused by our late Sovereign
King HE:NRY VI. and by the Lords of his honourable
Council, who have allowed them, and said that they
be right good and reasonable to be holden, as they
have been drawn out and collected from the records
of ancient times.*
o In n.nothcr manuscript more ancient, we rcn.d: "That when
"the Master and Wm·dcns meet in a Lodge, if need be, the
"Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the city, or Alderman of
"the town, in which the congregation is held, should be made
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Now, though in the third year of the said King
VI., while an infant of about four years old,
the Parliament made an act that affected only tho
working ~Iasons, who had, contrary to the statutes
for labourers, confederated not to work but at
their own price and wages ; and because such agreements were supposed to be made at the General
Lodges, called in the act Chapters and Congregations of Masons, it was then thought expedient to
level the said act against the said congregations ;*
HENRY

" Fellow and Sociate to the :\laster, in help of him against rebels,
"and for upbearing the rights of the realm.
"That Entcr'd Prentices at their making were charg'd not to
" be thieves, or thieves maintainers ; that they should travel
"honestly for their pay, and love their Fellows as themselves,
'' and be true to the King of England, and to the realm, and to
'' the Lodge.
"That at such congregations it shall be enquir'd whether any
" llfaster or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to. And
"if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will
" not attend, then the Lodge shall determine against him that he
"shall forswe(Lr (or renounce) his ~Iasonry, and shall no more
" use this craft ; the which, if he presume for to do, the Sheriff
" of the county shall prison him, and take all his goods into the
"King's hands, till his grace be granted him and issued: For
" this cause principally have these congregations been ordain' d,
" that as well the lowest as the highest should be well and truly
" served in this art foresaid throughout all the kingdom of
"England.
"Amen, so mote it be."
o Tertio liE.'>RICI SEXTI, cap. I. An. Dom. 1425.
Title-:\Iasons shall not confederate themselves in chapters and
congregations.
" Whereas, by yearly congregations and confederacies, made
"by the l\Iasons in their General Assemblies, the good course
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yet when the said King HENRY VI. arrived to man's
estate, the Masons laid before him and his Lords
the above-mentioned Records and Charges, who, 'tis
plain, reviewed them, and solemnly approved of
them as good and reasonable to be holden: Nay,
the said King and his Lords must have been incorporated with the Freemasons before they could
make such review of the Records ; and in this reign,
before King HENRY's troubles, Masons were much
encouraged. Nor is there any instance of executing that act in that or in any other reign since, and
the Masons never neglected their Lodges for it, nor
ever thought it worth while to employ their noble
and eminent brethren to have it repealed ; because
the working Masons that arc free of the Lodge
scorn to be guilty of such combinations; and the
other free Masons have no concern in trespasses
against the statutes for labourers.*
"and effect of the statutes for labourers be openly violated and
"broken, in subversion of the law, and to the great damage of
" all the Commons, our said Sovereign Lord the King, willing in
"this case to provide a remedy, by the advice and assent afore" said, and at the special request of the Commons, hath ordained
"and established that such chaprers and congregations shall not
" be hercafwr holden ; and if any such be made, they that cause
" such chapters and congregations to be assembled and holden,
" if they thereof be conviet, shall be judged for felons, and that
" the other Masons that come to such chapters and congregations
" be punished by imprisonment of their bodies, and make fino
"and ransome at the King's will."-Co. Inst. 3 p. 99.
o That act was made in ignorant times, when true learning
wa.s a crime, and Geometry condemn'd for conjuration; but it
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The Kings of Scotland very much encouraged the
Royal Art, from the earliest times down to the
union of the crowns, as appears by the remains of
glorious buildings in that ancient kingdom, and by
the Lodges there kept up without interruption many
hundred years, the records and traditions of which
testify the great respect of those kings to this
honourable fraternity, wl10 gave always pregnant
evidence of their love and loyalty, from whence
sprung the old toast among Scots Masons, Yiz :
God bless the King and the Craft l
Nor was the royal example neglected by the nobility, gentry, and clergy of Scotland, who joined in
everything for the good of the craft and ·brotherhood, the kings being often the Grand Masters, until, among other things, the Masons of Scothnd
cannot derogate from the honour of the ancient fraternity, who
to be sure would never encourage any such confederacy of their
working brethren. But by tradition it is bcliev'd that the Parliament men were then too much influenced by the illiterate
clergy, who were not accepted Masons, no.r understood architecture, (as the clergy of some former ages) and generally thought
unworthy of this brotherhood; yet thinking they had an indefeasible right to know all secrets, by vertue of auricular confe5sion, and the Masons never confessing anything thereof, the said
clergy were highly offended, and at first suspecting them of
wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the State during
that minority, and soon influenc'd the Parliament men to lay
hold of such supposed agreements of the working Masons, for
making an act that might seem to reflect dishonour upon even
the whole worshipful fraternity, in whose favour several ads h:~.d
been both before and after that period made
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were impowered to have a certain and fixed Grand
Master and Grand Warden, who had a salary from
tho Crowu, and also an acknowledgment from every
now brother in the kingdom at entrance, whose
business was not only to regulate what might happen amiss in the brotherhood, but also to hear and
finally determine all controversies between Mason
and Lord, to punish the Mason, if he deserved it,
and to oblige both to equitable terms ; at which
hearings, if the Grand Master was absent, (who was
always nobly born) the Grand Warden presided.
This privilege remained till the civil wars, but is
now obsolete; nor can it well be revived until the
King becomes a Mason, because it was not actually
exerted at the union of the kingdoms.
Yet the great care that the Scots took of true
Masonry proved afterwards very useful to England,
for the learned and magnanimous Queen ELIZABETH,
who encouraged other arts, discouraged this ; because, being a woman, she could not be made a.
l\Iason, though, as other great women, she might
have much employed Masons, like SEMIRAJIUS and
ARTEMISIA.*
o ELIZABETH, being jealous of any assemblies of her subjects,
whose buKiness she was not duly appriz'd of, attempted to break
up the annual communication of Masons, as dangerous to her
government; but as old 1\Iasons have transmitted it by tradition,
when the noble persons her 1\fajesty had commissioned, and
brought a sufficient posse with them at York on St. JmiN's Day,
were once admitted into the Lodge, they made no use of arms,
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But upon hm· demise, King JAJIES VI. of Scotland, succeeding to the crown of England, being a
Mason King, revived the English Lodges; and as
he was the first King of Great Britain, he was also
the first Prince in the world that recovered the
Roman architecture from the ruins of Gothic ignorance; for, after many dark or illiterate ages, as
soon as all parts of learning revived, and Geometry
recovered its ground, the polite nations began to
discover the confusion and impropriety of the
Gothick buildings; and in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the .Augustan stile was raised
from its rubbish in Italy by BRAUANTE, BARBARO,
SA:NSOVINO, SANGALLO, MICHAEL .ANGELO, RAPHAEL
UnBIN, JuLIO RoMANO, SERGLIO, LABACo, ScAMozr,
VIGNOLA, and many other bright architects; but
above all, by the great P ALLADIO, who has not yet
been duly imitated in Italy, though justly riYallcd
in England, by our great Master Mason, INIGO
JONES.
But though all true Masons honour the memories
of those Italian architects, it must be owned that
the .Augustan stile was not revived by any crowned
head before King JAMES the Sixth of Scotland and
First of England, patronized the said glorious INIGO
and return'd the Queen a most honourable account of the ancient
fraternity, whereby her political fears and doubts were dispell'd,
and she let them alone, as a people much respected by the noble
and the wise of all the polite nations, but neglected the art all
her reign.
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whom he employed to build his Royal Palace
of Whitehall ; and in his reign over all Great
Britain, the Banqueting-house, as the first piece of
it, was only raised, which is the finest one room
upon earth; and the ingenious Mr. NICHOLAS
STONE performed as Master Mason under the architect JoNES.
Upon his demise, his son King CHARLES I., being
also a Mason, patronized Mr. JONES too, and firmly
intended to have carried on his royal father's design of Whitehall, according to ~Ir. JONEs's style;
but was unhappily diverted by the civil wars.*
After the wars were over, and the royal family restored, true Masonry was likewise restored, espeJmms,

o The plan and prospect of that glorious design being still
preserv' d, it is esteem' d by skillful architects to excel that of
any other palace in the known earth, for the symmetry, firmness, beauty and conveniency of architecture, as indeed all Master Jom:s's designs and erections are o1·iginals, and at first view
discover him to be the architect: Nay, his mighty genius prevail'd with the nobility and gentry of all Britain, (for he was
as much honour'd in Scotland as in England) to affect and revive
the ancient stile of l\Iasonry, too long neglected, as appears by
the many curious fabricks of those times, one of which shall be
now mention'd, the least, and perhaps one of the finest, the
famous Gate of the Physic Garden at Oxford, rais'd by HEliRY
DANVERS, Earl of Danby, which cost his Lordship many hundred
pounds, and is as curious a little piece of Masonry o.s ever was
built there before or since, with the following inscription on the
front of it, viz:
GLORI..E DEI OPTIMI ~!AXDII, HONOR! CAROL! REGIS,
IN USUl\1 ACADEMuE ET REIPUBLICJE, ANNO 1632.
HENRICUS CO~JES DANBY.
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cially upon the unhappy occasion of the burning of
London, Anno 1666 ; for then the city houses were
rebuilt more after the Roman style, when King
CHARLES II. founded the present St. Paul's Cathedral in London, (the old Gothick fabrick being
burnt down) much after the style of St. Peter's at
Rome, conducted by the ingenious architect, Sir
CHRISTOPHER WREN. That king founded also his
royal Palace at Greenwich, according to Mr. INIGo
Jo:ms's design, (which he drew before he died) con·
ducted by his son-in-law, Mr. WEB; it is now
turned into an hospital for seamen. He founded
also Chelsea College, an hospital for soldiers; and
at Edinburgh he both founded and finished his
royal Palace of Halyrood House, by the design and
conduct of Sir WILLIAM BRUCE, Bart., the Master of
the Royal Works in Scotland ;* so that, besides the
tradition of old Masons now alive, which may be
relied on, we have much reason to believe that King
CHARLES II. was an accepted Freemason, as every
one allows he was a great encourager of the craftsmen.
But in the reign of his brother King JAMES II.,
though some Roman buildings were carried on, the
o It was an ancient Royal Palace, and rebuilt after the Augustan style, so neat that by competent judges it has been esteem'd
the finest house belonging to the Crown; and though it is not
very large, it is both magnificent and convenient, both inside
and out<;ide, with good gardens, and a very large park, and all
other adjacent accommodations.
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Lodges of Freemasons in London much dwindled
into ignorance, by not being duly frequented and
cultivated. But* after the revolution, Anno 1688,
King WILLIAM, though a warlike Prince, having a
good taste of architecture, carried on the aforesaid
two famous hospitals of Greenwich and Chelsea,
built the fine part of his royal Palace of Hampton
Court, and founded and finished his incomparable
Palace at I~oo, in Holland, &c. And the bright
example of that glorious Prince (who by most is
reckoned a Freemason) did influence tho nobility,
tho gentry, tho wealthy and the learned of Great
Britain, to affect much tho Augustan style, as appears by a vast number of most curious edifices
o But by the royal example of his brother, King CHARLES II.,
the city of London erected the famous Monument, where the
1,rreat fire began, all of solid stone, 202 foot high from the
ground, a pillar of the Dorick order, 15 foot diameter, with a.
curious stair-cl\Sc in the middle of bla.ck marble, and :m iron
ba.lcony on the top, (not unlike those of TRAJA.'i and ANTO~I~us
11t Rome) from whence the city and suburbs may be view'd,
and it is the highest column we know upon earth. Its pedestal
is 21 foot square and forty foot high, the front of which is
adom'd with most ingenious emblems in basso rclievo, wrought
by that famous sculptQr Mr. GADRIEL CmnER, with large Latin
inscriptions on the sides of it, founded Anno 1671, and finish'd
Anno 1677.
In his time also the Society of Merchant Adventurers rebuilt
the Royal Exchange of London, (the old one being destroy'd hy
the fire) all of ston e, after the Roman style, tlte fine-st structure
of that use in Europe, with the King"s statue to the life, of white
marble, in the middle of the Square, (wrought by the famous
Master Carver and Statuary, Mr. GRINLIN Gmno~s, who was justly
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erected since throughout the kingdom; for, when in
the ninth year of the reign of our late Sovereign
Queen .A.NNE, her Majesty and the Parliament concurred in an act for erecting 50 new parish churclJes
in London, Westminster, and suburbs ; and tho
Queen had granted a commission. to several of the
l\finisters of State, the principal nobility, great
gentry, and eminent citizens, the two Archbishops,
with several other Bishops and dignified clergymen,
to put the act in execution; they ordered the said
admir'd all over Europe, for his rivalling, if not surpassing the
most fam' d Italian l\Iasters,) on the pedestal of which is the following inscription, viz:
CAROLO

II. CA-li.-\RI

BRITJ\:-iXJOO

To CnA1ti.>3 II. EMPEROR OF lb<ITAJ:<

l'.ArnL£ P.ATIU

FATHER OF KIS CoUXTRY

B&ST llDSr HKRCIFUL AXD

REGu" OPTrno CI.Em:.'TISSIHO
AuGUS"'''SSJ.MO

AUGUB'r OF Kl~GS

GE><ERJS Hu>LU<J DEUC!JS

DELJGUT OF l(A.XKJ:\'"'D

UTRJUSQUE FoRTUN~ YtcroRI

L.~ ADvERSITY .AND PROSPERITY UYM.OV'D

UMPmr. ov EcnoPE's PEACE

P .ACIS EUROP..E ARBITRO

MARIUM Dom::-m AC VI~DlCI
So<'.n.--rAs ?lfimOAronull: ADVEsTUR.
A..'i'GU..B

Qo"' PER <XXX: JA>I PROPB .A'"NOS

CoMMAXDER A:-i'D Son:REIG.:oi' 011' TUE &:.AS

THE

SoCJmY OF M.ERCllA.ST ADVK.'\TUR~ Ol'

Esm...AsD.
Wmcn FOR '"EAR

ecce YKAlt'l

REGIA BEXJGYIT.ATE FLORET

BY RoY.AL FA\OCR FLouRlSHli:TH

FIDEI L'l'TEMERAT.-ti ET GRATITUDL''IS

0F UN&IAKF:\" LoYALTY ASD ETEHSAL

A!.'rER.'<.:<

Roo 'l'Esm!oYIUll!
V!NERABU~DA Posutt
Asxo BALUTIS HuMANlE MDCLXXXIV.

GRATITUDE
TillS TESrlliOXY

I!.As IN VENERATION

ERJ!crED

I:< THE YEAR OF SALV.ATlOX MDCLXXXIT.

Nor should we forget the famous Theatre of Oxford, built by
Archbishop SnELDON, at his sole cost, in that King's time, which,
among his other fine works, was design'd and conducted also by
Sir CHRISTOPHER WRE~, the King's architect; for it is justly adrnir'd by the curious: and the i\Iusruum adjoining to it, a fine
building rais' d at the charge of that illustrious University, where
there h,we been since erected several more Roman buildings, as
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new churches to be raised according to the ancient
Roman style, as appears by those that arc already
raised ; and the present honourable Commissioners
having the same good judgment of architecture, are
carrying on the same laudable grand design, and
are reviving the ancient style, by the order, countenance, and encouragement of his present l\Iajesty
King GEORGE, who was also graciously pleased to
lay the first stone in the foundation of his parish
church of St. Martin's in Oampis, on the south-east
corner, (by his Majesty's proxy for the time, the
present Bishop of Salisbury) which is now rebuilding, strong, large and beautiful, at the cost of the
parishioners.*
In short, it would require many large volumes to
contain the many splendid instances of the mighty
'l'rinity-College Chappel, Allhallows Church in High-street, Peckwater-square in Christ-Church College, the new Printing-house,
and the whole of Queen's-Collegc rebuilt, &c., by the liberal donations of some eminent benefactors, and by the publick spirit,
vigilancy, and fidelity of the heads of Colleges, who generally
have had a true taste of Roman architecture.
The learned Unh·ersity of Cambridge not having had the management of such liberal donations, have not so many fine structures; but they have two of the most curious and excellent in
Great-Britain of their kind, the one a Gothic building, King'sCollegc Chappel (unless you except King H&rmy VII.'s Chappel in
Westminster-Abbey); and the other a Roman building, TrinityCollege Library.
o The Bishop of SALISUUitY went in an orderly procession, duly
attended, and having lcvell'd the first stone, gave it two or three
knocks with a mallet, upon which the trumpets sounded, and a
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influence of l\Iasonry from the creation, in every
age and in every nation, as could be collected from
historians and travellers ; but especially in those
parts of the world where the Europeans correspond
and trade, such remains of ancient, large, curious,
and magnificent colonading, have heen discovered
by the inquisitive, that they can't enough lament
the general devastations of the Goths and l\Iahometans ; and must conclude that no art was ever so
much encouraged as this, as indeed none other is so
extensively useful to mankind.*
Nay, if it were expedient, it could be made appear, that from this ancient fraternity, the Societies
vast multitude made loud o.cclamations of joy; when his Lordship
laid upon the stone a purse of 100 guineas, as a present from his
Majesty for the use of the craftsmen. The following inscription
was cut in the foundation stone, and a sheet of lead put upon
it, viz:
D. S.
SlmE=mrs REX GEORGIUS
PER DEPUT.\TU>l SIT(;>!

SACRED TO Goo
JlJs Moor E:x<ULE:\'T MAJESTY Kro<G GEORGE
Jly ms PRoxY

R<n:I<E.VDCll AD>Ioovx "'CHRISTO PATREM

TilE RIGHT REVER"'D FArnER LV Cui<IST

RICOARDUK EPISCOPro:l 8ArusBL"RREXSEM

RICIIARD LoRD BlsBOP OF SAllSB'CRY

SuMMUM suuM ELEI-."MOSY~ARJUM

His 11IA.JmrYJs CmCF Awo:xt:R

.russu)
Domxo Tno. HE WET EQu. AUR.

Affi!STED (AT HIS MAJESIY'S co,!AXD)

.iEDIFlCIORUll RooiORUll Culu.TORE

OF 1118 :U.uESTY)S RoYAL BliiLDISGS

AD81STEXTE (REGIS

PRL-..:CIP.AU

i'RDLIIlll BIIJUS

Eccusu! l.APIDE>I

POSUIT

UAtmJ 19o AXNO Do>r. 1721.
ANSOQUE Rr:GXI SUI OCTAVO.

BY SIR Tuo.us HEw>.-r KxiGHT
Plu:XCIPAL SURVEY.OR

TuB Fll!sr Sro:-<E OF TBlS CHURCB
LAID

Tms 19m OP MARCH AXXO Do>tm

17~1

A~"D TlTE ElGHnl YEAR OF HIS REIGX.

o It were endles.~ to recount o.nd describe the many curious
Roman lmildings in Great· Britain alone, erected since the revival
of Roman :!liasonry; of which a few may be here mentioned, be~ides those already spoken of, viz :
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or Orders of the warlike knights, and of the t•eligious too, in process of time did borrow many
solemn usages ; for none of them were better instituted, more decently installed, or did more sacredly
observe their laws and Charges, than the Accepted
Masons have done, who, in all ages and in every
The Queen's House at Grccnwlcb,
Tho great Gallery In Somerset-Gardens,
Gunnersbury-Houso near Brentford,

~llddlooox,

Lindsay-House, in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, •
York-Stairs at tho Tbamos In York-Buildings.
St. Paul's-Church in Covent-Garden, with
its glorious Portico.
Tho Building and Piazza of Covent-Garden,
Wilton-Castle in Wiltshire,
Castle-Ashby in Northamptonshire, .
Stoke-Park In ditto,
Wing-House in Bedfordshire,
Chevenlng-llonso In Kent,
Ambrose-Bury in Wiltshire,

. Belonging to the CRoWY.
• Tho CRow,..
{ Posoess'd by the Duke of
QVEK~SBCRV.

Duke of AxcMn;n.

Duke Of IlEDFORD.
Ear1 Of I'E>u!ROKE.
Earl of STRAJi'lo'ORD.
ARmmELF~q;

Hon. 'VM. SrA..'OlJOP~, E.'3q;
Ear1 STANDOI"E.
Lord CARLETON.

All designed by the incomparable INIGO Jo:--:ES, and most of them
conducted by him, or by his son-in-law Mr. WEn, according to
.Mr. Jmms's designs.
Besides many more conducted by other architects, influcnc'd
by the same happy genius; such as,
Dow-Church Steeple in Chcapslde, •
Jlotham-House In Beverley, Yorkshire, •
:Melvin·Houso in Fife,
lAmgleato-House In Wiltshire, •
Chestorlee-street-House In Durham County,
Montagne-House In Bloomsbury, London,
Drumlanrlg-Castlc In Nithlsdaleshlre,
Cnstlo-Howard In Yorkshire,
Stalnborongh-House In ditto,
Ilopton-Castlc In Llnllthgowshlre,
Blcnhelm-Cn•tle at Woodstock, Oxfordsblre,
Cha~•worth-Ca.otle In Derhysblro,
Palace of llammlltcu In Cly~sdalcshire, •
Wanstea~-IIousc In Epping-ForeRt, Es•ex,
Duncomb-Park In Yorkshire,
Mereworth-Castlo In Kent,

19 t ed

Built by Sir CaRI. WR>:l<.
Sir CHARLES HomAll Bart.
Ear1 of LEnN.
Viscount WEYlWUTH.
JOHN IIEDWORTJI E."<!;

Duko of MO:'IT.AGU.
Duko Of QUEE.VSilURY.
Earl of CARIJSLE.
Ear1 Of SrRAFPOltD.
Earl of HOPTON.
Duke Of MARLBCROt'<lll.
Duke of llEVOYSiliRE.
Duko of IlAM::utLTos.
lA:>rd

CASTLKMAIX.

TnoHAS Duxcmrn Fi<q;
lion. Jou.v FA.''<E F.sq;
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nation, have maintained and propagated their concernments in a way peculiar to themselves, which
the most cunning and the most learned cannot penetrate into, though it has been often attempted, while
they know and love one another, even without the
help of speech, or when of different languages.
Sterling-House ncar Sterling-Castle,
Klnross-nousc in KlnrosssWrc,
Stourton-Castle in Wiltshire,
Willbury-House in ditto, .
Bute-Castlc in Isle of Bute,
Walpole-House ncar Lin Regis, Norfolk,
Burlington-House in Pickadilly, St. James's,
Westminster,

J)ormitory or King's-Schoo!, We3tminstcr,
Tottenham-Park in Wiltshire, •

Duko of ARGYLE.
Sir Wn.Illlr DRuCB Dart.
H&.,"RY HoAR Esq;
WlLLI.All D&.~so:< Esq;
Earl of BUTE.
Hon. Ron. WALI'OLE Esq;
{
Ear1 of BURUXGTOY.
. 'rho CROW:<.
. Lord BRUCE.

These three last are design'd and conducted by the Earl of
Bunuxoroll, who bids fair to be the best architect of Britain, (if
he is not so already) and we hear his Lordship intends to publish the valuable remains of Mr. INroo JONES, for the improvement
of other architects.
Besides more of the same Roman style, and yet many more in
imitation of it, which though they cannot be reduc'd to any certain style, are stately, beautiful, and convenient structures,
notwithstanding the mistakes of their several architects: and
besides the sumptuous and venerable Gothic buildings, past
reckoning, as cathedrals, parish-churches, chappels, bridges, old
palaces of the Kings, of the Nobility, of tho Bishops, and the
gentry, known well to travellers, and to such as peruse the
histories of counties, and the ancient monuments of great families, &c., as many erections of the Roman style may be review'd
in Mr. CAM!'DELL the architect's ingenious book, call'd Vitmvius
Britannicus: and if the disposition for true ancient Masonry
prevails, for some time, with noblemen, gentlemen, and learned
men, (as it is likely it 'will) this Island will become the Mistress
of the Earth, for designing, drawing, and conducting, and capable to instruct all other Nations in all things relating to the
Royal Art.
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And now the free-born British nations, disentangled from foreign and civil wars, and enjoying
the good fruits of peace and liberty, having of late
much indulged their happy genius for Masonry of
every sort, and revived the drooping Lodges of
London, this fair metropolis fl.ourisheth, as well as
other parts, with several worthy particular Lodges,
that have a quarterly communication and an annual
Grand Assembly, wherein the forms and usages of
the most ancient and worshipful fraternity arc
wisely propagated, and the Royal Art duly cultivated, and the cement of the brotherhood preserved ;
so that the whole body resembles a well built arch,
several noblemen and gentlemen of the best rank,
with clergymen and learned scholars of most professions and denominations, having frankly joined
and submitted to take the Charges, and to wear the
badges of a Free and Accepted l\lason, under our
present worthy Grand Master, the Most Noble
Prince JoHN, Duke of Montague.
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THE ANCIEXT RECORDS OF LODGES BEYO:ND SEA,
AND OF THOSE IN

F.NGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IHELAND,
FOR TilE USE 011 TilE LODGES IN LONDON.

To be read at tk making of New Brethren, or wkn tk MMter
&hall order it.

THE Q;'-tntt:al 1!1ta1HJ, VIz:-I.
F

GoD

and

RELIGior..

II. Of the CrvrL MAGISTRATE, Supreme
and Subordinate.

III. Of
IV. Of

LoDGES.

M.tsTERs,

\VARDENs,

FELLOws,

and

APPRENTICES.

V. Of the :Management of the
working.

VI. Of
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

BEHAVIOUR,

CRAFT

viz.

In the IM]ge while CONSTITUTED.
After the !Mlge is over and the BRETnREN not gone.
When Brethren meet withont STRANGERS, but not in a LoDGE.
In Presence of STRANGERS NOT MASONS.
At HOME and in the NEIGHBOURHOOD.
Towards a STRANGE BROTHER.

in

ANCIENT CHARGES.

I.-C!Concerninll C!::'o'lr an'lr nrHnion.

A Mason is oblig'd, by his Tenure, to obey the Moral Law;
and if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a
stupid ATIIEIST, no~ an irreligious LIBERTIXE. But though in
ancient Times Masons were charg'd in every Country to be
of the Religion of that Country or Nation, whatever it was,
'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that
Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their particular
Opinions to themselves ; that is, to be good men and true, or
Men of Honour and Honesty, by whatever Denominations or
Persuasions they may be distinguished; whereby Masonry
becomes the Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating
true Friendship among persons that must have remain'd at
a perpetual Distance.
II.-®f tbe C!Cibil Jllanistratr, .Supreme an'lr .Suflorllinate.

A Mason is a peaceable Subject to the Civil Powers
wherever he resides or works, and is never to be conceru'd
in Plots and Conspiracies against the Peace and ·welfare of
the Nation, nor to behave himself undutifully to inferior
Magistrates ; for as Masonry hath been always injured by
\Var, Bloodshed, and Confusion, so ancient Kings and Princes
have been much dispos'd to encourage the Craftsmen, because
of their Peaceableness and Loyalty, whereby they practically
answer'd the Cavils of their Adversaries, and promoted the
Honor of the Fraternity, who ever fiourish'd in Times of
Peace. So that if a Brother should be a Rebel against the
State, he is not to be countenane'd in his Rebellion, however
he may be pitied as an unhappy ".\fan ; and, if convicted of
no other Crime, though the loyal l!rothcrhood must and ougM
to disown his lteLcllion, and giv.; no Umbrago or Ground of
political Jealousy to tho Government for the time being
they cannot expel him from tho Lodge, and his Relation to il
remains indefeasible.
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ill.-®£ 1loll'ges.

A Lodge is a Place where :Masons assemble and work:
Hence that Assembly, or duly organiz'd Society of ~fasons, is
ca.ll'd a Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one, and
to be subject to its By-laws and the G-eneral Regulations. It
is either Particular or General, and will be best understood
by attending it, and by the Regulations of the General or
Grand Lodge hereunto annex'd. In ancient Times, no Master or Fellow could be absent from it, especially when warn'd
to appear at it, without incurring a severe Censure, until it
appear'd to the Master and Wardens, that pure Necessity
hinder'd him.
The Persons admitted Members of a Lodge must be good
and true Men, free-born, and of mature and discreet Age, no
Bondmen, no 'Vomen, no immoral or scandalous Men, but of
good Report.

IV.-®f jllnsttrs, lUnrll'tns, .ffello\us anb' %tppl'rtttfcrs.
All Preferment among Masons is grounded upon real Worth
and personal Merit only ; that so the Lords may be well
served, the Brethren not put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft
despis'd : Therefore no Master or "\Varden is chosen by
Seniority, but for his Merit. It is impossible to describe
these things in writing, and every Brother must attend in his
Place, and learn them in a way peculiar to This Fraternity :
Only Candidates may know, that no .Master should take an
Apprentice, unless he has sufficient Imployment for him, and
unless he be a perfect Youth, having no l\faim or Defect in
his Body, that may render him uncapable of learning the Art
of serving his Master's LoRD, and of being made a Brotlter,
and then a Fellow-Craft in due time, even after he has served
such a Term of Years as the Custom of the Country directs ;
and that he should be descended of honest Parents ; that so,
when otherwise qualify'd, he may arrive to the Honour of
being the Warden, and then the Jffaster of tlie Lodge, tha
3*
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Grand Warden, and at length the Grand l'r!aster of all the
Lodges, according to his ?lferit.
No Brother can be a \Varden until he has pass'd the part
of a Fellow-Craft; nor a Master until he has acted as a \Varden, nor Grand-Warden until he has been Master of a Lodge,
nor GRAND MASTER unless he has been a Fellow-Craft before
his Election, who is also to be nobly born, or a Gentleman of
the best Fashion, or some eminent Scholar, or some curious
Architect, or other Artist, descended of honest Parents, and
who is of singular great Merit in the Opinion of the Lodges.
And for the better, and easier, and more honourable Discharge of his Office, the Grand Master has a Power to chuse
his own Deputy Grand Master, who must be then, or must
have been formerly, the Master of a particular Lodge, and
has the Privilege of acting whatever the Grand-Master, his
Principal, should act, unless the said Principal be present, or
interpose his Authority by a Letter.
• These Rulers and Governors, Supreme and Subordinate, of
the ancient Lodge, are to be obey'd in their respective Stations by all the Brethren, according to the old Charges
and Regulations, witl1 all Humility, Reverence, Love, and
Alacrity.

V.-®f ttc jit!(a:na:nrmcnt of ttc Qtra:ft in workinn.
All Masons shall work honestly on working Days, that they
may live creditably on lloly Days ; and the time appointed
by the Law of the Land, or confirm'd by Custom, shall be
obscrv'.d.
The most expert of the Fellow-Craftsmen shall be chosen
or appointed the Master, or Overseer of the Lord's \Vork ;
who is to be call'd JJ!aster by those that work under him.
The Craftsmen are to avoid all ill Language, and to call each
other by no disobliging Name, but Brother or Felluw; and
to behave themselves courteously within and without the
Lodge.
The Master knowing himself to be able of Cunning, shall
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undertake the Lord's Work as reasonably as possible, and
truly dispcnd his Goods as if they were his own; nor to give
more 'Vages to any Brother or Apprentice than he really may
deserve.
Both the Master and the :Masons receiving their Wages
justly, shall be faithful to the Lord, and honestly finish their
'Vork, whether Task or Journey; nor put the ·work to Task
that hath been accustom'd to Journey.
None shall discover Envy at the Prosperity of a Brother,
nor supplant him, or put him out of his ork, if he be capable
to finish the same ; for no man can finish another's ·work so
much to the Lord's profit, unless he be thoroughly acquainted
with the Designs and Draughts of h!i1 that began it.
'Vhen a Fellow-Craftsman is chosen Warden of the Work
under the Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fellows, shall carefully oversee the 'Vork in the Master's Absence to the Lord's Profit ; and his Brethren shall obey him.
A.ll :Masons employ'd shall meekly receive their Wages
without Murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till
the Work is finish'd.
A Younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to prevent spoiling the Materials for want of Judgment, and for encreasing and continuing of Brotherly Love.
.A.ll the Tools used in working shall be approved by the
Grand Lodge.
No Labourer shall be employ'd in the proper "\Vork of
Masonry; nor shall FREE MAsoxs work with those that are
not free, without an urgent Necessity; nor shall they teach
Labourers and unaccepted Masons, as they should teach a
Brother or Fellow.

"r

VI.-~f ~e~abiour,

viz.

1.-In the Lodge while constituld.

You are not to hold private Committees, or separate Con·
versation, without Leave from the Master, nor to talk of any
thin~ impertiPent or unseemly, nor interrupt the Master OJ"
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'Vardens, or any Brother speaking to the Master: Nor behave
yourself ludicrously or jestingly while the Lodge is engaged
in what is serious and solemn; nor usc any unbecoming Language upon any Pretence whatsoever; but to pay due Rev;rence to your Master, Wardens, and Fellows, and put them
to worship.
If ai!y Complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty
shall stand to thoe A ward and Determination of the Lodge,
who are the proper and competent Judges of all such Controversies, (unless you carryitby Appeal to the Grand Lodge)
and to whom they ought to be refcrr'd, unless a Lord's 'Vork
be hinder'd the mean while, in which Case a particular Reference may be made; but you must never go to Law about
what concerneth lllasonr-v, without an absolute Necessity
apparent to the Lodge.
2.-Bihnviuur after tk Lodge is or:er and tk Brethren not gone.
You may enjoy yourselves with innocent Mirth, treating
one another according to Ability, but avoiding all Excess, or
forcing any Brother to eat or drink beyond his Inclination,
or hindering him from going when his Occasions call him, or
doing or saying any thing offensive, or that may forbid an
easy and free Conversation; for that would blast our Harmony,
and defeat our la,udable Purposes. Therefore no private
Piques or Quarrels must be brought within the Door of the
Lodge, far less any Quarrels about Religion, or Nations, or
State Policy, we being only, as Masons, of the Catholick Religion above-mention'd; we are also of all Nations, Tongues,
Kindreds, and Languages, and are resolv'd against all Politicks, as what never yet conduc'd to the' Velfare of the Lodge,
nor ever will. This Charge has been always strictly enjoin'<!
and observ'd; but especially ever since the Reformation in
Britain, or the Dissent and Sece!Jsion of thefle Nations frorr.
the Communion of Rome,
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3.-BelulViour whm Brethren meet withaut Stranger.,, but not in a
Lodgej()T'fll'd.

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as
you will be instructed, cnlling cnch other Brother, freely giv·
ing mutual Instruction as shall be thought expedient, without
being overseen or overheard, and without encroaching upon
each other, or derogating from that Respect which is due to
any Brother, were he not a Mason: For though all l\Jasons
are as Brethren upon tho same Level, yet .Masonry takes no
Honour from a Man that he had before; nay, rather it adds
to his Honour, especially if he has descrv'd well of tho
Brotherhood, who must give Honour to whom it is due, and
avoid illllfanners.
4.-Behavim.tr in Presence of Strangert not

.Mil801UI.

You shall be cautious in your "\Vords and Carriage, that the
most penetrating Stranger shall not be able to discover or
find out whnt is not proper to be intimated ; and sometimes
. Jou shall divert a discourse, and manage it prudently for tho
Honour of the Worshipful Fraternity.
5.-Behavim.tr at Horne, and in your Neighlxmrhood.

You are to act as becomes a moral and wise llfan; particnlarly, not to let your Family, Friends, and Neighbours know
the Concerns of the Lodge, &c., but wisely to consult yonr
own Honour, and that of the Ancient Brotherhood, for Reasons not to be mention'd here. You must also consult your
Health, by not continuing together too late, or too long from
home, after Lodge Hours are past; and by avoiding of
Gluttony or Drunkenness, that your Families be not neglected
or injured, nor you disabled from working.
6.-Behaviour towards a Strange Brother.

You are cautiously to examine him, in such a Method as
Prudence shall direct you, that you may not be impos'd upon
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by an ignorant false Pretender, whom you are to ·reject with
Contempt and Derision, and beware of giving him any Ilintil
of Knowledge.
But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother,
you arc to respect him accordingly ; and if be is in want, you
must relieve him if you can, or else direct him how he may
be reliev'd: You must employ him some Days, or else
recommend him to be employ'd. But you are not charged to
do beyond your Ability, only to prefer a poor Brother, that is
a Good Man and True, before any other poor People in the
same Circumstances.

Finally, All these CHARGES you are to observe, and also
those that shall be oo=unicatf.d to you in Another way ;
cultivating Brotherly-Love, the Foundation and Cape-stone,
the Cement and Glory of this ancient Fraternity, avoiding all
·wrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander and Backbiting, nor
permitting others to slander any honrst Brother, but defending his Character, and doing him all good Offices, as far as is
consistent with your Honour and Safety, and no farther. And•
if any of them do you Injury, you must apply to your own or
his Lodge ; and from thence you may appeal to the Grand
Lodge at the Quarterly Communication, and from thence to
the Annual Grand Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable
Conduct of our Fore-fathers in every Nation; never taking a
Legal Course, but when the Case cannot be otherwise decided,
and patiently listening to the honest and friendly Advice
of Master and Fellows, when thry would prevent you going
to Law with Strangers, or would excite you to put a speedy
period to all Law-suits, that so you may mind the Affair of
Masonry with the more Alacrity and Success; but with respect to Brothers or Fellows at Law, the Master and Brethren
should kindly offer their :Mediation, which ought to be thanl:fully submitted to by tho contending Brethren; and if that
l!nbmission is impracticable, they must l10wever carry on
their Process, or Law-Suit, without vVrath and Rancor, (not
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in the common way,) saying or doing nothiug whicll may
hinder Brotherly Love, and good Offices to be renew'd and
eontinu'd ; that all may see the Benign Influence of Masonry,
as all true Masons have done from the Beginning of the
'Vorlu, and will do to the End of Time.
~men,

so mote U be.

POSTSCRIPT.
A ·worthy Brother, learned in the Law, has communicated
to the Author (while this Sheet was printing) the Opinion of
the Great Judge Coke upon the Act against Masons, 3 Hen.
VI. Cap. I., which is printed in this Book, Page 35, and which
Quotation the Author has compar'd with the Original, viz.
CoKE's Institutes, THmD PART, Fot. 99.
The Cause wherefore this Offense was made Felony, is for
that the good Course and Effect of the Statutes of Labourers were
thereby violated and broken. Now (sais my Lord Coke) all the
Statutes concerning Labourers, before this Act, and whereunto this Act doth refer, are repeal'd by the Statute of 5 Eliz.
Cap. 4. whereby the Cause and End of making this Act is taken
away; and consequently this Act is become of no Force or
Effect; for, cessante ratione Legis, cessat ipsa Lex: And the Indictment of Felony upon this Statute must contain, that those
Chapters and Congregations were to the violating and breaking
of the good Course and Effect of the Statutes of Labourers, which
now cannot be so alleg'd, because these Statutes be repealed.
Therefore this would be put out of the Charge of Justices of
Peace, written by Master Lambert, pag. 227.
This Quotation confirms the Tradition of old Masons, that
this most learned Jud~e really belong'd to the ancient Lodge,
and was a faithful Brother.

{qjtucral Jtcgulntions,
Compiled first by Mr.

GEORGE PAYNE,
~rantr~.!tlaster, and
approv'd by the GRAND-LODGE on St. John Baptist's
Day, Anno 1721, at Stationer's-Hall, LoNDoN;
when the most noble P R I N c E John Duke of
M o N T A G u was u n ani m o u s 1y c h o sen our
~ranll' ~ ,Stlaster for the Year ensuing ; who chose
JoHN BEAL, M. D., his Deputy GRAND-)fASTER;
d { Mr. Josiah Villeneau
} were chosen by the
an
Mr.Thomas_ilforris,jun. Lodge GRAND-WARDENS.
And now, by the Command of our said Right Worshipful GRAND-)fAsTER )foNTAGU, the Auth01· of this
Book has compar'd them with, and reduc'd them to
the ancient Records and immemorial Usages of the
Fraternity, :md digested them into this new ~Iethod,
with several proper Explications, for the Use of the
Lodges in and about London and Westminster.

Anno 1720, when he was

I.
r 1 HE GRAND MASTER, or his Deputy, hath

_ Authority and Right, not only to be present
in any true Lodge, but also to preside
wherever he is, with the Master of the
Lodge on his Left.hand, and to order his
Grand 'Vardens to attend him, who are not to act in
particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his Presence,
and at his Command; because there the Grand Master
may command the \Vardens of that Lodge, or any
other Brethren ho pleaseth, to attend and act as his
\Vardens pro tempore.

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

IJ. The Master of a particular Lodge has the Right and
Authority of congregating the Members of his Lodge into a
Chapter at pleasure, upon any Emergency or Occurrence, as
well as to appoint the time and place of their usual forming;
And in case of Sickness, Death, or necessary Absence of the
lliaster, the Senior \Varden shall act as Master pro tempore, if
no Brother is present who has been :Master of that Lodge
before; for in that Case the Absent l\Iaster's Authority reverts to the last Master then present; though he cannot act
until the said Senior \Varden has once congregated the Lodge,
or in his Absence the Junior \Varden.

III. The llfaster of each particular Lodge, or one of the
\Vardens, or some other Brother by his Order, shall keep a
Book containing their By-Laws, the Names of their Members,
with a List of all the Lodges in Town, and the usual 'fimes
and Places of their forming, and all their Transactions that
are proper to be "1\Titten.
IV. No Lodge shall make more than Five New Brethren at
one Time, nor any llfan under the Age of Twenty-five, who
must be o.lso his own Master; unless by a Dispensation from
the Grand-~fastcr or his Deputy.
V. No Man can be made or admitted a Member of a particular Lodge, without previous notice ono Month before
given to the said Lodge, in order to make due Enquiry into
the Reputation and Capacity of the Candidate ; unless by tho
Dispensation aforesaid.
VI. But no l\fan can be enter'd a Brother in any particular
Lodge, or admitted to be a l\fember thereof, without the
unanimon8 Consent of all the Members of that Lodge then
present when the C:tnc1idate is propos'd, and their Consent is
formally usk'd by the ~[aster; and they arc to signify their
Consent or Dissent in their own prudent way, either virtually
or in form, but with Unanimity: Nor is this inherent Privi
lege subject to a D:spcnsation; because the Members of a
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particular Lodge are the best judges of it; and if a fractious
Member should be imposed on them, it might spoil their Harmony, or hinder their Freedom; or even break or disperse
the Lodge; which ought to be avoided by all good and true
Brethren.
VII. Every new Brother at his making is decently to cloath
the Lodge, that is, all the Brethren present, and to depositc
something for the Relief of indigent and decay'd Brethren, as
the Candidate shall think fit to bestow, over and above the
small Allowance stated by the By-Laws of that particular
Lodge; which Charity shall be lodged with the Master or
'Vardens, or the Cashier, if the Members think fit to chuse one.
And the Candidate shall also solemnly promise to submit to
the Constitutions, the Charges, and Regulations, and to such
other good Usages as shall be intimated to them in Time and
Place convenient.
VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren shall withdraw or
separate themselves from the Lodge in which they were made
Brethren, or were afterwards admitted Members, unless the
Lodge becomes too numerous; nor even then, without a Dispensation from the Grand-Master or his Deputy: And when
they are thus separated, they must either immediately join
themselves to such other Lodge as they shall like best, with the
unanimous Consent of that other Lodge to which they go, (as
above regulated,) or else they must obtain the Grand Master's
"\Varrant to join in forming a new Lodge.
If any Set or Number of Masons shall take upon themselves
to form a Lodge without the Grand-1faster's "\Varrant, the
regular Lodges are not to countenance them, nor own them
as fair Brethren and duly form'd, nor approve of their Acts
and Deeds; but must treat tlJCm as Reb els, until they humble
themselves, as the Grand-l\fastcr shall in his Prudence direct,
and untillw approve of them by his 'Varrant, which must be
signify'd to the other Lodges, as the Custom is when a new
Lodge is to be rcgistcr'd in the List of Lodges.
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IX. But if any Brother so far misbe!Jave him~elf as to render his Lodge uneasy, he shall be twice duly admonish'd by
the ~faster or 'Vardens in a form'd Lodge; and if he will not
refrain his Imprudence, and obediently submit to the Advice
of the Brethren, and reform what gi vcs them Offence, he shall
be dealt with according to the By-Laws of that particular
Lodge, or else in such a manner as the Quarterly Communication shall in their great Prudence think fit; for which a New
Regulation may be afterwards made.
X. The Majority of every particular Lodge, when congregated, shall have the privilege of giving Instructions to their
llfaster and ·wardens, before the assembling of the Grand
Chapter, or Lodge, at the three Quarterly Communications
hereafter mention'd, and of the Annual Grand Lodge too; because their Masters and 'Vardens are their Representatives,
and are suppos'd to speak their Mind.
XI. All particular Lodges are to observe the same Usages
as much as possible; in order to which, and for cultivating a
good Understanding among Free-Masons, some Members out
of every Lodge shall be deputed to visit the other Lodges as
often as shall be thought convenient.
XII. The GRAND LoDGE consists of, and is form'd by the
Masters and 'Vardens of all the regular particular Lodges
upon Record, with the Grand l\Iaster at their Head, and his
Deputy on his Left hand, and the Grand-Wardens in their
proper Places, and must have a Quarterly Communication
about llfichaelmas, Christmas, and Lady-Day, in some convenient Place, as the Grand-Master shall appoint, where no
Brother shall be present who is not at that time a Member
thereof, without a Dispensation; and while he stays, he shall
not be allow'd to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without
Leave of the Grand Lodge ask'd and given, or unless it be
duly ask'd by the said Lodge.
All Matters are to be determin'd in the Grand-Lodge by a
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Majority of Votes, each Member having one Vote, and the
Grand-Master having two Votes, unless the said Lodge leave
any particular thing to the Determination of the GrandMaster for the sake of Expedition.

xm. .At the said Quarterly Commuuication, all Matters
that concern the Fraternity in general, or particular Lodges,
or single Brethren, are quietly, sedately, and maturely to be
discours'd of and transacted: .Apprentices must be admitted
.Masters and Fellow-Craft only here, unless by a Dispensation.
Here also all Differences that cannot be made up and accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge, arc to be seriously considered and decided: .And if any Brother thinks
himself aggriev'd by the Decision of this Board, he may appeal to the Annual Grand-Lodge next ensuing, and leave his
Appeal in ·writing, with the Grand-Master, or his Deputy,
or the Grand--Wardens.
Here also the Master or the Vi'ardens of each particular
Lodge shall bring and produce a Ust of such Members as
have been made, or even admitted in their particular Lodges
since the last Communication of the Grand-Lodge: .And
there shall be a Book kept by the Grand-:1\faster, or his
Deputy, or rather by some Brother whom the Grand-Lodge
shall appoint for Secretary, wherein shall be recorded all the
Lodges, with their usual Times and Places of forming, and
the Names of all the JI.Iembers of each Lodge; and all the
Affairs of the Grand-Lodge that are proper to be written.
They shall also consider of the most prudent and effectual
methods of collecting and disposing of what Money shall bo
given to, or lodged with them in Charity, towards the Relief
only of any true Brother fallen into Poverty or Decay, but of
none else: Dut every particular Lodge shall dispose of their
own Charity for poor Brethren, according to their own Dy
Laws, until it be agreed by all the Lodges (in a new Regula
tion) to carry in the Charity collected by them to the Grand
Lodge, at the Quarterly or .Annual Communication, in order to
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make a common Stock of it, for the more handsome Relief of
poor Brethren.
They shall also appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of good
worldly substance, who shall be a Member of the GrandLodge by virtue of his Office, and shall be always present,
and have power to move to tho Grand-Lodge any thing,
especially what concerns his Office. To him shall be committed all Money rais'd for Charity, or for any other Usc of the
Grand-Lodge, which he shall write down in a Book, with tl1e
respective Ends and Uses for which the several Sums are
intended; and shall expend and disburse the same by sud1 a
certain Order, sign'd, as the Grand-Lodge shall afterwards
agree to in a new Regulation: But he shall not vote in
chusing a Grand-~[astcr or 1\'ardens, though in every other
Transaction. As in like manner the Secretary shall be a
Member of the Grand-Lodge by virtue of his Office, and vote
in every thing except in chusing a Grand-~faster or W ardcns.
The Treasurer and Secretary shall have each a Clerk, who
must be a Brother and Fellow-Craft, but never must be a
Member of the Grand Lodge, nor speak without being allow'd
or desir'd.
The Grand-Master, or his Deputy, shall always command
the Treasurer and Secretary, with their -Clerks and Books, in
order to see how Matters go on, and to know what is expedient to be done upon any emergent Occasion.
Another Brother (who must be a Fellow-Craft) should be
appointed to look after the Door of the Grand-Lodge; but
shall be no Member of it.
But these Offices may be farther explain'd by a new Regulation, when the Necessity and Expediency of them may
more appear than at present to the Fraternity.
XIV. If at any Grand-Lodge, stated or occasional, quarterly or annual, the GRAND-MAsTER and his Deputy should be
both absent, then the present ]\faster of a Lodge, that has

70

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

been the longest a Free-Mason1 shall take the Chair, and preside as Grand-Master pro tempore, and shall be vested with
all his Power and Honour for the time; provided there is no
Brother present that has been Grand-Master formerly, or
Deputy Grand-Master; for the last Grand-)faster present,
or else the last Deputy present, should always of right take
place in the absence of the present Grand-Master and his
Deputy.
XV. In the Grand-Lodge none can act as ·wardens but the
Grand."Wardens themselves, if present; and if absent, the
Grand-Master, or the Person who presides in his Place, shall
order private "\Vardens to act as Grand-"\Vardcns pro tempore,
whose Places are to be supply'd by two Fellow-Craft of the
same Lodge, call'd forth to act, or sent thither by the particular l\Iastcr thereof; or if by him omitted, then they shall
be call'd by the Grand-Master, that so the Grand-Lodge may
be always compleat.

'V

XVI. The Grand anlens, or any others, are first to advise
with the Deputy about the Affairs of the Lodge or of the Brethren, and not to apply to the Grand-Master without the Knowledge of the Deputy, unless he refuse his concurrence in auy
certain necessary Affair; in which Case, or in case of auy Difference between the Deputy and the Grand '"ardens, or
other Brethren, both parties are to go by Concert to the
Grand-Master, who can easily decide the Controversy and
make up the difference by virtue of his great Authority.
The Grand-Master should receive no Intimation of Business
concerning 'Masonry, but from his Deputy first, except in such
certain Cases as his 'Vorship can well judge of; for if the
Application to the Grand-~faster be irregular, he can easily
order the Grand-,Vardens, or any other Brethren thus applying, to wait upon his Deputy, who is to prepare the Business
speedily, and to lay it orderly before his Worship.
XVII. No GRANn-~fASTER, Deputy Grand-Master, Grand
'Vardens, Treasurer, Secretary, or whoever acts for them, or
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in their stead pro tempore, can at the same time be the Master or "\Varden of a particular Lodge; but as soon as any of
them has honourably discharg'd his Grand Office, he returns
to that Post or Station in his particular Lodge, from which
he was call'd to officiate above.
XVIII. If the Deputy Grand-Master be sick, or necessarily
absent, the Grand-Master may chuse any Fellow-Craft he
please to be his Deputy pro tempore: But he that is chusen
Deputy at the Grand-Lodge, and the Grand-Wardens too,
cannot be discharg'd without the Cause fairly appear to the
Majority of the Grand-Lodge; and the GRAND-)!ASTER, if he
is· uneasy, may call a Grand-Lodge on purpose to lay the
Cause before them, and to have their Advice and Concurrence:
In which ease, the Majority of the Grand-Lodge, if they cannot reconcile the MASTER and his Deputy or his "\Vardens, are
to concur in allowing the MAsTER to discharge his said
Deputy or his said Wardens, and to chuse another Deputy
immediately; and the said Grand-Lodge shall chuse other Wardens in that Case, that Harmony and Peace may be preserved.
XIX. If the GnAND·~lAsTER should abuse his Power, and
render himself unworthy of the Obedience and Subjection of
the Lodges, he shall be treated in a way and manner to be
agreed upon in a new Regulation; because hitherto the ancient Fraternity have had no occasion for it, their former
Grand-Masters having all behaved themselves worthy of that
honourable Office.
:XX. The Grand-Master, with his Deputy and Wardens,
shall (at least once) go round and visit all the Lodges about
Town during his Mastership.

L'G. If the GRAND-~IASTER die during his :Mastership, oc
by Sickness, or by being beyond Sea, or any other way should
be render'd 1mcapable of discharging his Office, the Deputy,
or, in his Absence, the Senior Grand--Warden, or, in his Absence, the Junior, or, in his Absence, any three present ~fas-
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ters of Lodges, shall join to congregate the Grand-Lodge
immediately, to advise together upon that Emergency, and
to send two of their number to invite the last Grand-Master
to resume his Office, which now in course reverts to him; or,
it" he refuse, then the next last, and so backward. But if no
former Grand-Master can be found, then the Deputy shall act
as Principal until another is chosen; or, if there be.no Deputy, then the oldest Master.
XXII. The BRETHREN of all the Lodges in and about London and '-Vestminstcr shall meet at an Annual Commtmicalion
and Feast, in some convenient place, on St. John Baptist's Day,
or else on St. John Evangelist's Day, as the Grand-Lodge shall
think fit by a new Regulation, having of late Years met on St.
John Baptist's Day : Provided,
The 111ajority of the :Masters and Wardens, with the GrandMaster, his Deputy and iVardens, agree at their Quarterly
Communications, three Months before, that there shall be a
Peast, and a General Communication of all the Brethren: For
if either the Grand-Master, or the Majority of the particulat·
Masters, are against it, it must be dropt for that time.
But whether there shall be a Feast for all the Brethren, or
not, yet the GRAND-LoDGE must meet in some convenient
place annually on St. John's Day; or, if it be Sunday, then on
the next Day, in order to chuse every Year a new GrandMaster, Deputy, and iVardens.
XXIII. If it be thought expedient, and the Grand-~faster,
with the Majority of the Masters and \Vardens, agree to l10ld
a Grand Feast, according to the ancient laudable Custom of
i\fasons, then the GRAND-iVARDENs shall have the care of preparing the Tickets, scal'd with the Grand-Master's Seal, of
disposing of the Tickets, of receiving the Money for the
Tickets, of buying the Materials of the Feast, of finding out
a proper and convenient place to feast in, and of every other
thing that concerns the Entertainment.
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But, that the \Vork may not be too burthensome to the two
Grand-Wardens, and that all Matters may be expeditiously
and safely managed, the Grand-Master, or his Deputy, shall
haYe power to nominate and appoint a certain number of
Stewards, aB his \Vorship shall think fit, to act in concert
with the two Grand-Wardens; all things relating to the Feast
being decided amongst them by a Majority of Voices, except
the Grand-Master or his Deputy interpose by a particular
Direction or .Appointment.
XXIV. The \Vardens and STEWARDS shall, in due time, wait
upon the Grand-Master, or his Deputy, for Directions and
Orders about the premisses; but if his \Vorship and his
Deputy are sick, or necessarily absent, they shall call together
the Masters and \Vardens of Lodges to meet on purpose for
their .Advice and Orders; or else they may take the Matter
wholly upon themselves, and do the best they can.
The Grand-\Vardens and the Stewards are to account for
aU the Money they receive, or expend, to the Grand-Lodge,
after Dinner, or when the Grand-Lodge shall think fit to
receive their Accounts.
If the GRAND-~fASTER pleases, he may in due time summon
all the Masters and \Vardens of Lodges, to consult with them
about ordering the Grand FeaBt, and about any Emergency
or accidental thing relating thereunto, that may require Advice; or else to take it upon himself altogether.
XXV. The Masters of Lodges shall each appoint one experienced and discreet Fellow-Craft of his Lodge, to compose a
Committee, consisting of one from every Lodge, who shall
meet to receive; in a convenient Apartment, every Person
that brings a. Ticket, and shall have Power to discourse him,
if they think fit, in order to admit him, or debar him, as they
shall see cause: Provided they send no l\Ian away before they
have acquainted all the Brethren within Doors with the Reasons thereof, to avoid Mistakes; that so no true Brother may
4
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be debarr'J, nor a false Brother, or mere PrctendPr, admitted.
This Committee must meet very early on St. John's Day at the
place, even before any Persons come with Tickets.
XXVI. The Grand-Master shall appoint two or more TRUSTY
to be Porters, or Door-keepers, who are also to be
early at the Place, for some good llcasons; and who are to be
at the Command of the Committee.
BRETHREN

XX VII. The GranJ-\Vardens, or the Stewards, shall appoint Leforehand such a Number of Brethren to serve at Table
as they think fit and proper for that Work; and they may
advise with the Masters and Wardens of Lodges about the
most proper Persons, if they please, or may take in such by
their Recommendation; for none arc to serve that Day but
Free and Accepted Masons, that the Communication may Lc
free and harmonious.
XXVIII. All the :Members of the Grand Lodge must be at
the Place long before Dinner, with the Grand-}..faster, or his
Deputy, at their Head, who shall retire, and form themselves.
And this is done in order,
1. To receive any Appeals duly lodg'd, as above regulated,
that the Appellant may be heard, and the Affair may be
amicably decided before Dinner, if possible; but if it cannot,
it must be dclay'd till after the new Grand-Master is elected;
and if it cannot be decided after Dinner, it may be delay'd, and
referred to a particular Committee, that shall quietly adjust
it, and make Report to the next Quarterly Communication,
that Brotherly-Love may be preserv'd.
2. To prevent any Difference or Disgust which may be
feared to arise that Day; that no Interruption may be given
to tho Harmony and Pleasure of the Grand Feast.
3. To consult about whatever concerns the Decency and
Decorum of the Grand Assembly, and to prevent all Indecency and ill Manners, the Assembly being promiscuous.
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4. To receive and consider of any good Motion, or any
momentous and Important Affi1ir, that shall be brought from
the particular Lodges, by their Representatives, the several
Masters and ·wardens.
XXIX. After these things are discuss'd, the GRA)1D-1liASTER
and his Deputy, the Grand-Wardens, or the Stewards, the
Secretary, the Treasurer, the Clerks, and every other Person
shall withdraw, and leave the Masters and IYardens of tho
particular Lodges alone, in order to consult amicably about
electing a new Grand-~faster, or continuing the present, if
they have not done it the Day before; and if they arc unan:mous for continuing the present Grand-M:u;tcr, his "'\Yorship
shall be call'd in, and humbly dcsir'd to do the Fraternity the
Honour of ruling them for the year ensuing: And after Dinner it will be known whether he accepts of it or not: For it
should not be discover'd but by t~e Election itself.
XXX. Then the Masters and "'\Vardens, and all the Brethren, may converse promiscuously, or as they please to sort
together, until the Dinner is coming in, when every Brother
takes his Seat at Table.
XX1.'1. Some time after Dinner, the Grand-Lodge is fonn'd,
not in the Retirement, but in the Presence of all the Brethren, who yet are not Members of it, and must not therefore
speak until they are desir'd and allow'd.
XXXII. If the GRAND-MASTER of last Year has consented
with the Master and Wardens in private, before Dinner, to
continue for the year ensuing; then one of the Grand-Lodge,
depnted for that purpose, shall represent to all the Brethren
his \Vorship's good Government, &c. And, turning to him,
shall, in the name of the Grand-Lodge, humbly request him to
do the Fraternity the great Honour, (if nobly born, if not,) the
great Kindness of continuing to be their Grand-Master for the
Year ensuing. And his Worship declaring his Consent by
a Bow or a Speech, as he pleases, the said deputed Member

\
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of the Grand-Lodge shall proclaim him GRAND-MAsTER, and all
the Members of the Lodge shall salute him in due Form.
And all the Brethren shall for a few Minutes have leave to
declare their Satisfaction, Pleasure, and Congratulation.
XXXIII. But if either the Master and Wardens have not
in private, this Day before Dinner, nor the Day before, desir'd
the last GRAND-MASTER to continue in the .Mastership another
Year; or, if he, when desired, has not consented: Then,
The lw;t Grand-1-Iaster shall nominate his successor for tho
Year ensuing, who, if unanimously approved hy the GrandLodge, and if there present, shall be proclaim'd, saluted, and
congratulated the new GRAND-MASTER as above hinted, and
immediately install'd by the last Grand-Master, according to
Usage.
XXXIV. But if that Nomination is not unanimously approv'd, the new (!rand-Master shall be chosen immediately
by Ballot, every Master and 'Varden writing his Man's :Kame,
and the last Grand-Master writing his Man's name too; und
the :Man whose Kame the last Grand-Master shall first take
out, casually or by chance, shall be Grand-Master for the
Year ensuing; and, if present, he shall be proclaim'd, saluted,
and congratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith install'd
by the last Grand-Master, according to Usage.
XXXV. The last Grand-Master thus continued, or the NEW
Grand-Master thus install'd, shall next nominate and appoint
his Deputy Gra11d-llfaster, either the last or a new one, who
shall be also declar'd, saluted and congratulated as above
hinted.
The GRAND-MAsTER shall also nominate the new GrandWardens, and, if unanimously approv'd by the Grand-Lodge,
shall be declared, saluted, and congratulated, as above hinted;
but if not, they shall be chosen by Ballot, in the same way as
the Grand-~faster: As the Wardens of private Lodges are
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also to be chosen by Ballot in each LoJge, if the lllcmbers
thereof do not agree to their :Master's Nomination.
XXXVI. But if the Brother, whom the present Grand-~fas
ter shall nominate for his Successor, or whom the Majority
of the Grand-Lodge shall happen to chuse by Ballot, is, by
Sickness or other necessary Occasion, absent from the GrandFeast, he cannot be proclaim'd the new Grand-~laster, unless
the old Grand-Master, or some of the Masters and ·wardens
of the Grand-Lodge can vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother,
that the said Person, so nominated or chosen, will readily
accept of the said Office; in which case the old GRAND-MAsTER shall act as Proxy, and shall nominate the Deputy and
'Vardens in his Name, and in his Name also receive the usual
Honours, Homage, and Congratulation.
XXXVII. Then the GRAND-1L~sTER shall allow any Brother,
Fellow-Craft, or Apprentice to speak, directing his Discourse
to his Worship; or to make any Motion for the good of the
Fraternity, which shall be either immediately consider'd and
finish'd, or else referr'd to the Consideration of the GrandLodge at their next Communication, stated or occasional.
When that is over,
XXXVIII. 'l'he Grand-Master or his Deputy, or some
Brother appointed by him, shall harangue all the Brethren,
and give them good Advice: And lastly, after some other
Transactions, that cannot be written in any Language, the
Brethren may go away or stay longer, as they please.
XXXIX. Every Annual Grand-Lodge has an inherent Power
and Authority to make new Regula~ons, or to alter these, for
the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity: Provided always
that the old Land-!l!arks be carefully preserv'd, and that such
.Alterations and new Regulations be proposed and agreed to
at the third Quarterly Communication preceding the Annual
Grand Feast; and that they be offered also to the Perusal of
all the Brcthr<'n before Dinner, in wTiting, even of the young-
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est Apprentice; the Approbation and Consent of the Majority of all the Brethren present being absolutely necessary to
make the same binding and obligatory; which must, after
Dinner, and after the new Grand-,\Iaster is install'J, be solemnly desir'd; as it was desir'd and obtain'd for these Regulations, when propos'd by the Grand-Lodge, to about lGO
Brethren, on St. John Baptist's Day, 1721.

P 0 S '£ S C R I P T.
Here follows the :Manner of constituting a Nrlll 1!ob'nr,
as practis'd by his GRAcE the DcKE of ·wHARTON, the
present Rwnr \VoRSHIPFUL <!kranb',,faa:stcr, according
to the ancient U s ages of ~IAsoxs
Nrlll 1!ob'gr, for avoiding many Irregularities,
should be solemnly constituted by the Grand-,\faster, with his Deputy and ·wardens; or, in the Grand~~ Master's Absence, the Deputy slmll act for his "\Y or~-{ v ship, and shall chuse some Master of a Lodge to
~~ assist him; or, in case the Deputy is absent, the
~
Grand-Muster shall call forth some Master of a
Lodge to act as Deputy pro tempore.
The Candidates, or the new Master and "\Vardens, being
yet among the Fellow-Craft, the Grand-Master slwJI ask his
Deputy if he bas examin'd them, and finds the Candidate :Master well sldll'd in the noble Science and the royal Art, and duly
instructed in our :Mysteries, &c.
And the Deputy answering in the affirmative, he shall (by
the Grand-Master's order) take the Candidate from among his
Fellows, and present him to the Granrl-Master; saying, Right
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Worshipful Grand-JJiaster: The Brethren here desire to beform'd
into a new Lodge; and I present this my worthy Brother to be
their .llfaster, whom I know to be of gcod Jllorals and great Skill,
true and trusty, and a Lover of the whole FRATERNITY, wheresoever
dispers'd 01Jer the face of the EaRTH.

Then the Grand-Master, placing th(J Candidate on his Left
Hand, having ask\1 and oLtain'd the unanimous Consent of
all the Brethren, shall say: I coJMtitute and form these good
Brethren into a NEW LoDGE, and appoir1t you the ~JASTER of it,
not doubting of your Capacity and Care to preserve tlte CE)lE:\T
of the Lodge, &c., with some other Expressions that are proper
and usual on that Occasion, but not proper to be written.
Upon this, the Deputy sball rehearse the Charges of a ~fas·
ter, and the Grand-Master shall ask the Candidate, saying, Do
you submit to these Charges, as MASTERS have done in all Ages?
And the Candidate signifying his cordial S11bmission thereunto, the GRA.XD-MASTER shall, by certain significant Ceremonies
and ancient Usages, install him, and rresent him with the
Constitutions, the Lodge-nook, and the Instruments of his
Office-not altogether, but one after another; and after each
of them, the Grand-~faster, or his Deputy, shall rehearse the
short and pithy Charge that is suitable to the thing presented.
After this, the Members of this NEW LonoE, bowing all together to the Granrl-Master, shall return his 'Vorship Thanks,
and immediately do their Homage to their liEW ~[ASTER, and
signify their Promise of Subjection and Obedience to him by
the usual Congratulation.
The Deputy and the Grand.Wardens, and any other Brethren present, that are not Members of this NEW LoDGE, shall
next congratulate the XEW MASTER; and he shall return his
becoming .Acknowlerlgments to the Grand-.\faster first, and to
the rest in their Order.
Then the

Gra!Hl-~faster

desires the New Master to enter
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immediately upon the Ex·m~ise of his Office, in chusing his
·wardens: And the New iiiaster, calling forth two FellowCraft, presents them to the Grand-:Uaster for his Approbation,
and to the New Lodge for their Consent. And that being
granted,
The Senior or Junior Grand-\Varden, or some Brother for
him, shall rehearse the Charges of \Vardens; and the Candidates being solemnly ask'll by the New Master, shall signify
their submission thereunto.
Upon which the New :Master, presenting them with tho
Instruments of their Office, shall, in due Form, install them in
their proper Places; and the Brethren of that New Lodge
shall signify their Obedience to the neu Wa,-den.s by the usual
Congratulation.
And this Lodge, being thus complcatly constituteu,
shall be register'd in the Grand-llfaster's Book, and
by his Order notify'd to the other Lodges.

APPROBATION.
WHEREAS by the Confusions occasion'd in the SAXON,
DAxrsH, and N ORl!AN 'Vars, the Records of Masons have been
much vitiated, the Free .Masons of England twice thought it
necessary to con-cct their Constitutions, Charges, and Regulations; first in the Reign of King Athelstan the SAXoN, and
long after in the Reign of King Edward IY. the N OR)!AN:
And Whereas the old Constitutions in England have been
much interpolated, mangled, and miserably corrupted, not
only with false Spelling, but even with many false Facts and
gross Errors in History and Chronology, through Length of
'fime, and the Ignorance of Transcribers, in the dark, illiterate
Ages, before the Revival of Geometry and ancient Architecture, to the great Offence of all the learned and judicious
Brethren, whereby also the Ignorant have been deeeiv'd.
And our late 'Vorthy GRAND-MASTER, his Grace the Duke
of Montagu, having order'd the Author to peruse, correct, and
digest, into a new and better Method, the History, Charges,
and Regulations of the ancient Fraternity; He has accordingly examin'Cl several Copies from Italy and Scotland, and
sundry Parts of England, and from thence, (tho' in many
things erroneous,) and from several other ancient Records of
Masons, be has drawn forth the above-written new Constitutions, with the CHARGES and General HEGtLATroxs. And the
Author having submitted the whole to the Perusal and Corrections of the late and present Deputy Grand-ll-fasters, and of
other learned Brethren ; and also of the .Masters and 'Vardcns
of particular Lodges at their Quarterly Communication: He
did regularly deliver them to the late Grand-Master himself, the
said Duke of Montagu, for his Examination, Correction, and
Approbation; and his Grace, by the Advice of several Brethren, order'd the same to be handsomely printed for the use
of the Lodges, though they were not quite ready for the
Press during his Mastership.
Therefore ·we, the present Grand-Master of the Right
Worshipful and most ancient Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons, the Deputy Grand-Master, the Grand-Wardens, the
Uasters and Wardens of particular Lodges (with the Consent
of the Brethren and Fellows in and about the Cities of London and "\Vestminster) having also perused this Performance,
Do Join our laudable Predecessors in our solemn Approbation
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thereof, as what "\Ve believe will fully answer the End proposed; all the valuable things of the old Records being retain'd, the Errors in Ilistory and Chronology corrected, the
false Facts and the improper "\Vords omitted, and the whole
digested in a new and better :Method.
And we ordain That these be receiv'd in every particular
Lodge under our Cognizance, as the Only Constitutions of Free
and .A.ccepted Masons amongst us, to be read at the making of
new Brethren, or when the Master shall think fit; and which
the new Brethren should peruse Lefore they are made.
PmuP, DuKE oF WnARTOx, C!::'ranll",!aastrr.
J. T. DESAGULIERS, LL.D. and F.R.s., Deputy Grand-!Jfaster.
JosnuA Tmsox,
i G and- Ward .
'VILLIAM HAWKL'\8,

And the

I. TumrAsMonms, sen., All11l!er.
Jom; BRISTow,
} Wardens.
ABlUflA.ll Anoor,

II. RICIIARD

!LuL, J[/J.'l!er.

PmuP WoLv~o~,} lVarclens

Jon~ DolER1

•

rn. JOH.'/ Turun:R, Jlaster.
AYJTIO);""Y

SAYh."R,} JVardens.

EDWARD CA.LE,

IV. llr. GEOI,GE PAYXE, M/J.'l!er.

D.,} Wardem.

STEI'HEY HALL, ll.
Flu:<CI:!I SoRELL, Esq.,

V. 1!r.

}[ATH. BIRKHEAD,

~RANCI8 BAILY,

}

:t-r; ICHOLAS .Amu.UAl£1

Jlaster.
JVardens.

VI. WIUHlo! READ, MIJ.'l!er.

Jon:v GLOVER,
}
ROUERT CoRDELL1

JOIL'l ToW!-."SBE.'iD,

'

r

·

JIIJ.'l!er.
JOYATHAJ< SISSON,} Wardms

Jous SIIIPTOY,

'

ll. D.,

Jlaster.

E>IAN BowEN,} Warden•
Jous HEArn,
·
X.
Master.
Jon.....- Lumolf, } lVardtm.
RICHARD S>!ITH,

n

em

XI. FJU..'<CJS, Earl of DALKEITH, ,lf~r.
capt. A:<DREW Romxso">} IVa dem
Col. Tuo>us L'WOOD
r
XII. Jom; BEAL, ~I. D. and F.R.s., Alaster.
Eoy;ARD PAWLET, Esq.,}= ~~
CBARU8 MoRE, Esq.,
'" aru.en.~.
XIII Tno>~As MoRms; jun., J.l/J.'l!er.
JOSEPH Rmi.ER, }
Jon.~ CL.4.RK,
Wa1·dens.
XIV. Tno>L\S ROBBE, F..sq., M/J.'l!er.
Tnolo!H GRAn<,} IVa denr
BRAY LA!'."X,
r
'
XV. Mr. Jon..'! SHEPIIERD, Master.
Jon,; SIDIEX, } m ~-
Jon..~ BcCLEn,
arl.U:'Jws.
XVI. Jorr:l GEORGES, Esq., M/J.'l!er.
Esq.,

}

CnAn.u~ GRYMES, Esq., lVardens.
XVII. JAMES A:o;DEnso:<. A.M.,
The l!lut~or of t/d.s lSoolt.
·
GWINS VAt'GllAX1 Esq.,
} JVardens

}M/J.'l!er

} Wa dem

VIII.

IX. GEORGE OWBN,

T

RORERT GnAY,

Wcirdens

Yll. HE>RY BILINSOS, JI/J.'l!er.

HE:mY LeG,

f

and Warden.! of particular Lodga, viz.

M(J15ter~

WALTER GRJ::K..-.:woon, Esq.,

XV!ll. Tuol!AS IIARBL...-, J!/J.'l!er.
WILUA>t Arm:o, } W "''-·
Jonx S..uos,
UICM:t~.
XIX. ROBERT CAP>:tL, }!faster.
ISAAC :t\IJ,:\SFJEI.D1 } I" de
,,.,.ILUAl( Jh..Y,
r ar
ns.
XX. Jou..... Gmuus, },faster.
CnARLK'! GARF.Y,
} l" · ' - ·
EDWARD MORPIIl<Y,
,ar......

THE MASTER'S SONG;
TilE HISTORY OF .MASONRY.
BY THE AUTHOR.
To be sung with a Chorus, when the 11Iastr:r shall give leave, eithr:r om
Part only, or nltogdhr:r, as he pleases.

PART I.
I.

An..ur, the first of humane Kind,
Created with Geometry
Imprinted on his Royall\Jind,
Instructed soon his Progeny
Cain and Seth, who then improv'd
The lib'ml Science in the Art
Of Architecture, which they lov'd,
And to their Offspring did impart.
II.

Cain a City fair and strong
First l.milt, and call'd it Consecrate,
From Enoch's Name, his eldest Son,
Which all his Race did imitate.
But godly Enoch, of Seth's Loins,
Two Columns rais'd with mighty Skill:
And all his Family enjoins
True Colonading to fullfil.

m.
Our Father Noah next appear'd,
A Mason too divinely taught;
And by divine Command uprear'd
The Ark that held a goodly Fraught:

t
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'Twas built by true Geometry,
A Piece of Architecture fine;
Helpt by his Sons, in Number Three,
Concurring in the Grand Design.
IV.

So from the gen'ral Deluge none
·were sav'd, but :Masons and their Wives;
And all :Mankind from them alone
Descending, Architecture thrives;
For they, when multiply'd amain,
Fit to disperse and fill the Earth,
In Shinar's large and lovely Plain
To Masonry gave second Birth.
v.
For most of Mankind were employ'd,
To build the City and the Tow'r;
The Gen'ral Lodge was overjoy'd,
In such Effects of Masons Pow'r;
'Till vain Ambition did provoke
Their Maker to confound their Plot;
Yet tho' with Tongues confus'd they spoke,
The learned .Art they ne'er forgot.
CHORUS.

"Who can unfold the Royal Art?
Or sing its Secrets in a Song?
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart,
And to the ancient Lodge belong.

[Stop here to drink the present Grand-Master's
Health.]

u

MASONIC SONGS.

PART II.
I.

THUs when from Babel they disperse
In Colonies to distant Climes,
.All Masons true, who could rehearse
Their Works to those of after Times;
King Nimrod fortify'd his Reahn,
By Castles, Towr's, and Cities fair:
:M:itzra'm, who rul'd at Egypt's Helm,
Built Pyramids stupendous there.
II.

Nor Japhet, and his gallant Breed,
Did less in Masonry prevail ;
Nor Shem, and those that did succeed
To promis'd Blessings by Entail;
For Father .Abram brought from Ur
Geometry, the Science good;
Which he reveal'd, without demur,
To all descending from his Blood.
III.

Nay, Jacob's Race at length were taught,
To lay aside the Shepherd's Crook,
To use Geometry were brought,
Whilst under Phar'oh's cruel Yoke;
'Tillllfoses Master-Mason rose,
.And led the Holy Lodge from thence,
.All Masons train'd, to whom he chose,
His curious Learning to dispense.
IV•

.Aholiab and Bezaleel,
Inspired Men, the Tent uprear'd :
Where the Shechinah chose to dwell,
And Geometrick Skill appear'd:
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And when these valiant .Masons fill'\!
Canaan, the learn'd Phenicians knew
The tribes of Isra'l better skill'd
In Architecture firm and true.
v.
For Dagon's House in Gaza Town
Artfully propt by Columns two;
By Samson's mighty Arms pull'd down
On Lords Philistian, whom it slew;
Tho' 'twas the finest Fabrick rais'd
By Canaan's Sons, could not compare
"\Vith the Creator's Temple prais'd,
For glorious Strength and Structure fair.
VI.

But here we stop a while to toast
Our ~faster's llealth and "\Vardens both;
And warn you all to shun the Coast
Of Samson's Shipwrackt Fame and Troth;
llis Secrets once to ·wife disclos'd,
His Strength was fled, his Courage tam'd,
To Cruel Foes he was expos'd,
And never was a Mason nam'd.
CIIORUS.

"\Vho can unfold the Royal Art?
Or sing its Secrets in a Song?
They're safely kept in Mason's l:leart,
And to the Ancient Lodge belong.
[ St&p here to drink the Health of the Master and
Wardens qf this particular Lodge 1
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PART III. ·
I,

\VE sing of Masons' ancient Fame,
\Vhen fourscore Thousand CRAFTSME.S stood,
Under the Masters of great Name,
Three Thousand and six Hundred good,
Employ'd by Solomon the Sire,
And Gen'ral Master-Mason too;
As Hiram was in stately Tyro,
Like Salem, built by Masons true.
II.

The Royal Art was then divine,
The Craftsme.n counsell'd from above,
The Temple did all Works outshine,
The wond'ring ·world diu all approve;
Ingenious Men, from every Place,
Came to survey the glorious Pile;
.And, when return'u, began to trace
And imitate its lofty Style.
Ill.

At length the Grecians came to know
Geometry, and learnt the Art,
Which great Pythagoras did show,
And glorious Euclid did impart;
Th' amazing Archimedes, too,
And many other Scholars good;
Till ancient Romans did review
The Art, and Science understood.
IV.

But when proud Asia they had quell'd,
And Greece and Egypt overcome,
In Arcltitecture they excell'd,
And branght the Learning all to Rome;
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Where wise Vitruvius, Master prime
Of Architects, the Art improv'd,
In great Augustus' peaceful Time,
'Vhen Arts and Artists were belov'd
v.
They brought the Knowledge from the East;
And as they made the Nations yield,
They spread it thro' the North and 'Vest,
And taught the World the Art to build;
Witness their Citadels and Tow'rs,
To fortify their Legions fule,
Their Temples, Palaces, and Bow'rs,
That spoke the Masons' Grand Design.
VI.

Thus mighty Eastern Kings, and some
Of Abram's Race, and Monarchs good,
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome,
True ArchitectuTe understood:
No wonder, then, if .Masons join,
To celebrate those Mason-Kings,
·with solemn Note and flowing Wine,
Whilst ev'ry Brother jointly sings.
CHORUS.

Who can unfold the Royal .Art?
Or sing its &crets in a Song?
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart,
And to the ancient Lodge belong.

[Stop here to drink to the glorious Memory of Emperors, Kings, Princes, Nobles, Gentry, Clergy, ami
leamed Scholars that ever propagated the ATt.]
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PART IV.
I.

On! glorious Days for Masons wise,
O'er all the Roman Empire when
Their Fame, resounding to the Skies,
Proclaim'd them good and useful Men;
For many Ages thus employ'd,
Until the GorHs, with warlike Rage,
And brutal Ignorance, destroy'd
The Toil of many a learned Age.
II.

But when the conqu'ring GoTHS were brought
T' embrace the Christian Faith, they found
The Folly that their Fathers wrought,
In loss of Architecture sound•
.At length their Zeal for stately Fanes
And wealthy Grandeur, when at Peace,
Made them exert their utmost Pains,
Their Gormc BurLDIXGS to upraise.
III.

Thus many a sumptuous lofty Pile
'Vas rais'd in every Christian Land,
'l'ho' not conform'd to Roman Style,
Yet which did Reverence command;
The King and CRAFT agreeing st!11,
In well-form'd Lodges to supply
The mournful Want of Roman Skill
With their new sort of Masonry.
IV.

For many Ages this prevails,
Their Work is Architecture decm'd;
In England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales,
The Craftsmen highly are esteem' d,
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By Kings, as MASTERS of the Lodge,
By many a wealthy, nobie PEER,
By Lord and Laird, by PRIEST and Judge,
By all the People every where.
v.
So Masons' ancient Rec01·ds tell,
King ATIIELSTAN, of Saxon Blood,
Gave them a. Charter free to dwell
In Lofty Lodge, with Orders good,
Drawn from old 'Vritings by his Son,
Prince Edwin, General .Master bright,
1Vho met at York the Brethren soon,
And to that Lodge did all recite.
YI.

Thence were their Laws and Charges fine
In ev'ry Reign observ'd with Care,
Of SAxON, DANISH, NomrAN Line,
Tiii British Crowns united were:
The Monarch Fitst of this whole Isle
Was learned James, a Mason King,
Who First of Kings rcviv'd the Style
Of Great .Augustus: Therefore sing.
CHORUS.
Who can unfold the Ro·yal Art 7
Or sing its Secrets in a Song?
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart,
.And to the ancient Lodge belong.

[Stop here to d1·ink to the happy l'tiemory of all the
Revivers of the ancient Augustan Style.]
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PART V.
I.

THus tho' in Italy the .Art
From GOTmcrr Runmsn first was rais'd;
And great Palladio did impart
.A Style by Masons justly prais'd:
Yet here his mighty Rival Jones,
Of British .Architects the Prime,
Did build such glorious Heaps of Stones,
.As ne'er were matched since Cresar's Time.
II.

King Charles the first, a Mason too,
·with several Peers and wealthy Men,
Employ'd him and his Craftsmen true,
'Till wretched Ci vii Wars began.
But after Peace and Crown restor'd,
Tho' London was in .Ashes laid,
By lliasons Art and good .Accord,
.A finer London rear'd its Head.
III

King Charles the Second raised then
The finest Column upon Earth,
Founded St. Paul's, that st~tely Fane,
.And Royal Change, with Joy and Mirth:
But afterwards the Lodges fail'd,
'Till Great Nassau the Tast reviv'd,
Whose bright Example so prevail'd,
That ever since the .Art has thriv'd.
rv.

Let other Nations boast at will,
Great Britain now will yield to none,
For true Geometry and Skill,
In builuiug Timber, Brick, anu Stone;

91

92

llASONIC

SONGS.

For Architecture of each sort,
For curious Lodges, where we find
The Noble and the ·wise resort,
And drink with Craftsmen true and kind.
v.
Then let good Brethren all rejoice,
And fill their Glass with cheerful Ileart;
Let them express with grateful Voice
The praises of the wond'rous Art;
Let ev'ry Brother's Health go rotmd,
Not Fool or Knave, but JIIason true;
And let Dur Master's Fame resound,
The noble Duke of :Montagu.
CHORUS.

Who can unfold the Royal Art?
Or sing its Secrets in a Song?
They're safely kept in Mason's Hea-rt,
And to the ancient Lodgo belong.

Un

THE WARDEN'S SONG;
OR,

ANOTHER HISTORY OF MASONRY.
COMPOS'D SINCE THE )lOST NOBLE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF
WHARTON, WAS CHOSEN GRAND-MASTER.

BY THE AUTHOR.
To be :runo and pl<ly' d at the Quarterly Communicaticm.
I.

WHEN e'er we are alone,
And ev'ry Stranger gone,
In Summer, Autumn, ·winter, Spring,
Begin to play, begin to sing,
The mighty Genius of the lofty Lodge,
In cv'ry Age
That did engage
And well inspir'd the Prince, the Priest, the Judge,
The Noble and the Wise to join
In Rearing Masons' Grand Design.
II.

The Grand Design to rear,
Was ever Masons' Care,
From Adam down before the Flood,
Whose Art old Noah understood,
And did impart to Japhet, Shem, and Ham,
Who taught their Race
To build apace
Proud Babel's Town and Tow'r, until it came
To be admir'd too much, and then
Dispersed were the Sons of Men.
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III.

But tho' their Tongues confus'd
In distant Climes they us'd,
They brought from Shinar Orders good,
To rear the Art they understood:
Therefore sing first the Princes of the Isles;
Next Belus Great,
Who fixt his Scat
In old Assyria, building stately Piles;
And Mitzraim's Pyramids among
The other subjects of our Song.
IV.

And Shem, who did instil
The useful wond'rous Skill
Into the ~finds of Nations great:
And Abram next, who did relate
Th' Assyrian Learning to his Sons, that when
In Egypt's Land,
By Pharaoh's Hand,
Were roughly taught to be most skilful Men;
Till their Grand-Master Moses rose,
And them deliver'd from their Foes.

v.
But who can sing his Praise,
Wb did the Tent upraise?
Then sing his Workmen true as Steel,
Aholiab and Bezaleel;
Sing Tyre and Sydon, and Phenicians old.
But Samson's mot
Is ne'er forgot:
He blabb'd his Secrets to his Wife, that sold
Her Husband, who at last pnll'd down
The House on all in Gaza Town.
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n.
But Solomon the King
With solemn Note we sing,
Who rear'd at length the Grand Design,
By 'Vealth, and Pow'r, and Art divine;
Helpt by the learned Hiram, Tyrian Prince,
By Craftsmen good,
That understood
'Vise Hiram Abif's charming Influence:
He aided Jewish )!asters bright,
·whose curious 'Vorks none can recite.
VII.

These glorious Mason Kings
Each thankful Brother sings,
'Vho to its Zenith rais'd the Art,
And to all Nations did impart
The useful Skill: For from the 'l'emple fine,
To ev'ry Land,
And foreign Strand,
The Craftsmen march'd, and taught the Grand Design;
Of which the Kings, with mighty Peers,
And learned }.fen, were Overseers.
VIII.

Diana's Temple next,
In Lesser Asia fixt:
And Babylon's proud 'Valls, the Seat
Of Ne buchadnezar the Great;
The Tomb of .Mausolus, the Ca.rian King;
With many a Pile
Of lofty Style
In Africa and Greater Asia, sing,
In Greece, in Sicily, and Rome,
That had those Nations overcome.
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IX.

Then sing Augustus too,
The Gen'ral ~laster true,
Who by Yitrivius did refine,
And spread the Masons' Grand Design
Thro' North and ·west, till ancient Britons chose
The Royal Art
In ev'ry Part,
.And Roman Architecture could disclose ;
Until the SAXoNs warlike Rage
Dcstroy'd the Skill of many an Age.
X.

At length the GoTHICK STYLE
Prevail'd in Britain's Isle,
"\Vhen Masons' Grand Design reviv'd,
And in their well forrn'd Lodges thriv'd,
Tho' not as formerly in Roman Days:
Yet sing the Fanes
Of SAXON DANES,
Of ScOTs, ·wELSH, lRrsH; but sing first the Praise
Of Athelstan and Edwin Prince,
Our Master of great Influence.
XI.

And eke the N oRJUN KINGS
British Mason sings;
'Till Roman Style revived there,
And British Crowns united were
In learned James, a Mason King, who rais'd
Fine Heaps of Stones
By Inigo Jones,
That rival'd wise Palladio, justly prais'd
In Italy, and Britain too,
For Architecture firm and true.
T}.~
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xu.
And thence in ev'ry Reign
Did Masonry obtain
With Kings, the Noble a!id the Wise,
\Vhose Fame, resounding to the Skies,
Excites the present .A.ge in Lodge to join,
And Aprons wear
With Skill and Care,
To raise the Masons ancient Grand Design,
.A.nd to revive th' Augustan Style
In many an artful glorious Pile.
XIII.

From henceforth ever sing
The Craftsman and the King,
With Poetry and Musick sweet
Resound their Harmony compleat;
.A.nd with Geometry in skilful Hand,
Due Homage pay,
Without Delay,
To \Vharton's noble Duke, our Master Grand:
He rules the Free-born Sons of Art,
By Love and Friendship, lland and Heart.
CHORUS.

Who can rehearse the Praise,
In soft Poetick Lays,
Or Solid Prose, of l\fasons true,
Whose Art transcends the common View?
Their Secrets, ne'er to Strangers yet expos'd,
Preserv'd shall be
By Masons Free,
And only to the ancient Lodge disclos'd;
Because they're kept in Masons' Heart
By Brethren of the Royal Art.
5

THE FELLO"\V-CRAFT'S SONG.
BY OUR BROTHER CHARLES DELAFAYE, ESQ.

To be sung and play' d at the Grand· Feast.
I.

HAIL, MAso.:mv! thou Craft divine!
Glory of J<~arth, from IIeav'n reveal'd;
'Vhich dost with Jewels precious shine,
From all but Masons' Eyes conceal'd.
CHORUS.

Thy Praises due who can rehearse
In nervous Prose, or flowing Verse?
II.

.A.s .Men from Brutes distinguisht are,
A Mason other :Men excels ;
For what's in Knowledge choice and rare
But in his Breast securely dwells?
CIIORUS.

His silent Breast and faithful Heart
Preserve the Secrets of the Art.
III.

From scorching Heat, and piercing Cold;
From Beasts, whose Roar the Forest rends;
From the Assaults of '\Tarrioure bold
The Masons' Art .Mankind defends.
<'UORU~.

Be to this Art due Honour paid,
From which ~hnkind receives such Aid.
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IV.

Ensigns of State, that feed our Pride,
Distinctions troublesome, and vain!
By Masons true are laid aside:
Art's free-born Sons s!ch Toys disdain.
CHORVS.

Ennobled by the Name they bear,
Distinguisht by the Badge they wear.
v.
Sweet Followship, from Envy free:
Friendly Converse of Brotherhood;
The Lodge's lasting Cement be!
Which has for Ages firmly stood.
CHORUS.

A Lodge thus built, for Ages past
Has lasted, and will ever last.
VI.

Then in our Songs be Justice done
To those who have enrich'd the Art,
From JABAJ, down to Burlington,
And let each Brother bear a Part.
CHORVS.

Let noble l\fasons' Healths go round:
Their Praise in lofty Lodge resound.
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ENTER'D 'PRENTICE'S SONG.
BY OUR LATE BROTHER

MR. MATTHEW BIRKHEAD, DECEAS'D.
To be sung when all ORAVE

BuSINESS i3

aver, and with the Master' 8 lwve.

I.

ColrE, let us prepare,
We Brothers that are
Assembled on merry Occasion;
Let's drink, laugh, and sing;
Our Wine has a Spring:
Here's a IIealth to an Accepted Mason.
II.

The World is in pain
Our Secrets to gain,
And still let them wonder and gaze ou;
They ne'er can divine
The Word or the Sign
Of a Free and an Accepted Mason.
III.

"l'is This and 'tis Tlw.t,
They nannot tell What,
Why so many Great Men of the Nation
Should Aprons put on,
To make themselves one
With a Free and an Accepted Mason.
IV,

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,
llave laid by their Swords,
Our M yst'ry to put a good Grace on;
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And ne'er been asham'd
To hear themselves nam'd
·with a Free and an Accepted llfason.

•

v.
Antiquity's Pride
'Ve have on our side,
And it maketh Men just in their Station:
There's nought but what's good
To be understood
By a Free and an Accepted Mason.
VI.

Then join Hand in Hand,
T' each other firm stand,
Let's be merry, and put a bright Face on.
What Mortal can boast
So Noble a Toast,
As a Free and an Accepted Mason?

Ir is thought not amiss to insert here a Paragraph from an
old Record of Masons, viz. The Company of l\fasons, being
otherwise termed Free Masons, of ancient Standing and good
Reckoning, by means of affable and kind Meetings diverse
Tymes, and as a loving Brotherhood showld use to doe, did
frequent this mutual Assembly in the Tyme of King Henry
V. the 12th Year of his most gracious Reign. And the said
Record describing a Coat of Arms, much the same with that
of the London Company of Freemen Masons, it is generally
believ'd that the said Company is descended of the ancient
Fraternity ; and that in former Times no llfan was made Free
of that Company, until he was install'd in some Lodge of Free

0
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and Acce~ed Masons, as a necessary Qualification. But that
laudable Practice seems to have been long in Dissuetude.
The Brethren in foreign Parts have also discover'd that several noble and ancient Societies and Orders of )[en have derived their Charges and Regulations from the Free Masons,
(which are now the most ancient Order upon Earth,} and perhaps were originally all Members too of the said ancient and
worshipful Fraternity. But this will more fully appear in
due time.

LONDON,

this 17th Day

of January, 1725.

Ar the Quarterly Communication, This Book, which
was undertaken at the Command of His Grace the Duke
of Moz-'TAGU, our late (!l;'ranb',j'Ua:ster, having been regularly approved in Manuscript by the Grand-Lodge, was
this Day produced here in Print, and approved by the
Society: Wherefore we do hereby Order the same to be
Published, and recommend it for the Use of the Lodges.
PHILIP,

I. T.

DuKE of

Grand-JJfaster.
Deputy Grand-Master.

IVHARTON,

DEsAGULIERs,

FINIS.
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ANALYTICAL INDEXES
TO

PREPARED BY

ALBERT G. ]\[A CKEY. M.D.

I.
INDEX TO THE HISTORICAL PART.
A.
learned Geometry and the kindred Arts in Ur of the Chal·
dees, and transmitted them to his sons,
·
Adam had the principles of Geometry and the liberal Sciences impressed
upon his heart,
ABRAHAM

" taught his sons Geometry, and its nse,
African nations conjectured to have imitated the Egyptians in Masonry,
Aboliab with Bczalcel erected the Tabernacle,
Anne, Queen of England, encouraged Architecture,
Archimedes, a prodigious Geometrician in Sicily,
.Architecture flourished in the reign of William ill.,
Ark of Noah fabricated by Geometry according to the rnles of Masonry,
Arms of Freemasonry in the reign of Henry V.,
.Athelstane, King of England, encouraged Masons from France,
improved the Constitutions of the English Lodges, •
increased the Wages of the working Masons,
granted a free Charter, for the assembling of the .llfasons,
to his son, Prince Edwin, about A.D. 930,
Augnstan style of Architecture defined,
Augustus, Emperor of Rome, encouraged Masonry and the Masons, and
particularly Vitruvius,
became the Grand Master of Masons at Rome,

16
11
12
31
17
49
31
48
13
98
39
39
39
39
33
32
32
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B.
BAAL, or Bel, was one name by which Nimrod was worshiped, Note,
Babylon, city of, described,
Note,
Bonai, or builders, at the Temple, defined,
Britons, the ancient, bad a few remains of good Masonry before the
Roman conquest,
Buililings, list of those erected in England since the revival of Ma·
sonry,
• Note,

14

25
19
35
62

c.
CAIN built a city, and called it cor..secrated or dedicated, after the name
of Enoch, his son,
" posterity of, imitated his example in the improvement of Geometry
and Masonry, ·
" erected many curious works,
Canaan, sons of, erected many beautiful temples and mansions,
Candidates, by Prince Edwin's constitutions, were to be examined before
they were admitted as Master Masons,
Captives at Babylon retained their skill in Masonry, by building the
works of Ncbuchadnezzar,
rebuilt the Temple of Jerusalem, A.ll. 3-!68,
Celtic edifices were erected by the ancient Gauls and Britons before the
Roman conquest,
Chaldees and Magi preserved Geometry on the Tigris and Euphrates,
Charles I. was an accepted Freemason,
founded St. Paul's in 1666,
• founded other edifices, Charles Martel, King of France, sent expert Craftsmen and learned
Architects to England, A.D. 741,
Civil Wars, Masonry languished during the, •
Coloosus of Rhodes described, •
Note,
Confusion of languages helped to give rise to the Masonic modes of recognition,
Constitution and Charges or an English Lodge were framed by the
Assembly at York, from all the writings and records in Greek,
Latin, J•'rench, and other languages then extant,
and charges ordered to be read by the Master and Warden, on
the admission of a new Brother,
Cyrus was Grand Master, A.~r. 3468, and ordered the rebuilding of the
Temple at Jerusalem.

12
12
14
15
40
26
26
35
U

46
47

3i
46
33

u
3~

40
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D.
DAGO~,

Temple of, described,
18
Danes, the invasion of, occasioned the loss of many Masonic records, in
37
England, A.D. 832, ·

E.
EDwiN, Prince, summoned a General .Assembly of Masons at York,
about 930, ·
obtained a free Charter for tbem from his father, King Athel~tane,
Elizabeth, Queen, discouraged Masonry, because, being a woman, she
could not be made a Mason,
anecdote of her, •
.Note,
England received Masonry from France in the reign of King Chru-les
Martel, A.D. 741,
Enoch erected two pillars, which by some, however, have been attributed
Note,
to Seth,
Entered Apprentices, directions to, in an old MS.,
- Kote,
Euclid gathered up the scattered elemcnta of Geometry, and digested
these into a method, at Alexandria, A.:ll. 3700,
Europe, northern, there are few remains of good Masonry there before
the Roman conquest,
Expelled Masons, an old regulation concerning,
1.-ote,

39
39

44

«
37

I2
41
SO

35
40

F.
Forty-seventh Proposition of Euclid's first book is the foundation of all
Masonry, •
29
Freemasons' Arms, in the reign of Henry V., were the same as those of
the Working Masons, 98
G.
General Assembly held at York,and framed the Constitution and Charges
of the English Lodges,
Geometry was written on the heart of Adam,
is the foundation of all the mechanical Arts, and particolarly of
Masonry and Architecture,
was taught by Adam to his sons,
and Masonry practised by Cain and Seth,
brought by Xoab and his sons from the Old World to the New,
and Masonry practised in the Vale of Shinar,
carried by the workmen thence after their dispersion into distant part•,
and Masonry lost in most parts of the earth,

5*

39
11

11
12
12
13
13
13
13
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13
14
14

15

29
was digested into a method by Euclid at .Alexandria, A.n. 3700,
George I. encouraged the revival of the ancient style,
laid the foundation-stone of the chapel of St. Martin in campis,
Note,
Gbiblim, the Stonecutters at the Temple,
Gothic style was encouraged in England during the Heptarchy,
Goths and Vandals were enemies of Masonry, ·
Grand Master was always nobly born in Scotland,
Greece, Masonry carried into, after the Temple,
not distinguished for knowledge of Geometry until the time of
Thales, A.M. 3457,
knowledge of Geometry and 1\Iasonry in, was revived by its cor· Note,
respondence with the .Asiatics and Egyptians,
H.
Harodim, the Rulers or Provosts at the Temple,
Henry V., condition of Masonry in the reign of, •
Henry VI. approved the Constitutions of Prince Edwin,
act passed in the reign of, was made for the Working Masons,
act of, was never enforced against the Freemasons,
Hiram .Abif, meaning of his name, Note,
his character, •
called Master or the Work,
Hiram, King of Tyre,
was Grand Master of the Lodge at Tyre,

30
50
50
19
37
35
43
28
28
28
19
98
40
42
42
20
21
23
20
23

I.
Ish Chotzeb, the Hewers of the Temple,
Note,
Ish Sabbal, the Laborers at the Temple,
Israelites, forced by the kings of Egypt, to learn Masonry,
were a whole kingdom of Masons when they left Egypt,
improved Masonry after they possessed Canaan, by special
direction of Heaven,
none of the neighboring nations could equal them in Masonry,

19

19
17
17

17
24
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J.
J lilES I. revived the English L<>dges,
revived the .Augustan style in England,
James II., Lodges dwindled in the reign of,
Japbet, posterity of, were skilled in Geometry and Masonry,
Jonc.~. Inigo, was a successful imitator of Palladia,
his genius and work~,
Jupiter, Olympus, statue of, described,

"'
"'48
Note,

13
45
46
33

K.
King'• Freemason or General Surveyor was the name ofan officer in the
reign of Edward III., ·
3S
Knighthood, military orders of, borrowed many of their usages fron1
Masonry, •
52

L.
Lodge of Masons in every Roman garrison,
Lodge.~. their revival in London, list. of, in London in 1723, •

34
54
82

M.
Mahometans were enemies of Masonry,
l\[asonry, the Old World was not ignorant of it,
was communicated to the New World by Noah and his sons,
was carried, after the dispersion at Babel, into di>tant parts,
was preserved by Nimrod in Shinar and .Assyria,
was encouraged by tbe king,; and great men there,
was transmitted thence, with Geometry, to later ages and di3tant climes,
was brought to Egypt by l\litzraim, 160 years after the flood,
was imprcved in all the nations which were adjacent to Judea,
after the building of the Temple, by the dispersion of the workmen,
was extended to Greece, was e~-tended to Lower Asia,
was cultivated in Greece,
was cultivated in Sicily,
was transmitted from Sicily to Rome,
was extended to Ultima Thule, was encouraged by the Saxons and Normans,
was encouraged in Scotland,

35
13
13

13
13

14
1.>
23
28

29
30

31
32

34
3(i

43
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Masonry was discountenanced by Queen Elizabeth,
was encouraged by James I.,
was encouraged by Charles II.,
languished during the Civil Wars,
recovered at the Restoration, in 1666,
dwindled in the reign of James IL,
had a mighty influence in every age and nation,
condition of, in England, in 1723,
Masons were always the favorites of the eminent, in times of peace and
freedom,
Mausoleum, the, described, Menatzchim, the Overseers at the Temple,
Note,
Montagu, Duke of, Grand Master of England,
Monunient, the London, described, Note,
Moses, the General Master Mason,

44
45
47
46
46

47
51
45
33
29
19
54
48

18

N.
N EBUCHAD~'EZZAR set Iris heart on Archltecture, and became the Grand
Master Mason, A .M. 3416,
built Babylon,
Nimrod preserved Masonry in Shinar and Assyria,
built many cities, Noah and three sons were all true Masons,
" brought with them, over the flood, the traditions
and arts of the antediluvians,
Normans encouraged Masonry,

25
25
13
14
13
13
37

o.
Note, 19

Overseers at the Temple, Oxford Theatre described,

49

P.
Painters always have been reckoned as good Masons, because tbey perform according to Geometry and the rules of building,
Palladia revived the Augustan style in Italy, ·
Note,
Pharos, the Tower of, described,
Phldias was one of the ancient J\Iasons,Ptolomeu~ Philadelphus was General Master Mason in Egypt, and erected
the Tower of Pharos, A.M. 3748,
Pyramids are a proof of MaRonry in Egypt, -

33
45

31
33

30

H

10\J

ANAL"l'TICAL INDEX.

Pythagoras was the author of the 47th proposition of Euclid's first book, 28
account of,
• Note, 29

R.
Record, Masonic, in the reign of Edward IV., described,
Religious Orders borrowed many of their usages from Masonry,

38
47

s.
S.urPSON never was numbered among Masons, because he revealed his
secrets to his wife, •
• Note,
Saxons, before their conversion to Christianity, were enemies of Masonry,
afterwards erected Lodges, and encouraged .l>fasonry,
Scotland, Masonry encouraged in,
Grand Master and Grand Warden in, had a fixed salary from
the Crown, •
regulations of,
Seth was the prime cultivat<>r of Astronomy, ·
" taught Geometry and Masonry to his offspring,
" fumily of, erected many curious works, •
S!Jem, posterity of, cultivated the Masonic Arts, •
Sheriff or :Mayor ordered by an old 1\IS. to be made Fellow and
Sociate to the Master of a Lodge, in help of him against
rebels,
• Note,
Shinar, a vast number of the race of Noah employed in building a city
and tower in the vale of,
Shinar, workmen at, celebrated for their skill in Masonry,
carried their skill into distant parts,
Sicily taught Geometry and Masonry to Rome, •
Solomon built the Temple at Jerusalem, •
dedicated or consecrated the Temple, A.M. 3000
was Grand Master of the Lodge at Jerusalem,
Statuaries have always been reckoned good Masons, because they per·
form according to Geometry and the rules of building,
Stone, NicholaR, was Master llfasou under Inigo Jones, •

18
36
36
43
44
44
12
12
13
16

40
13
13
13
32
19
22
23
33
46

T.
Tabernacle was erected by Aholiab and Bezaleel under Moses, and
framed by Geometry,
17
Temple of Solomon described,
18

0
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Temple, the Second, foundations of, laid by order of Cyrus, A.:.f, 34GS,
dedicated by Zerubbabel, A.l!. 3489,
described,
of Ephesus described, Note,

2a
27
27
2t

v.
Vandals were enemies of Masonry,
Vitruvius was the father of all true Arcbitect.'l,

3J

32

w.
WrLLIA:.I TIIE CoxQUEROR built the Tower of London, •
Note,
William II. en9ouraged Masonry, and built Westminster Hall,
William III. is reckoned a Freemason, •
encouraged Masonry,
in the reign of, the Augustan style was much atrectcd,
Worlrmen at the Temple described,
Wren, Sir Christopher, was the King's Architect, ·

37
38
48
48
4q
1~

49

Y.
YEvELE, Henry, was the King's Freema'iOn, or General Surveyor, in the
reign of Edward III.,
sq
York, General Assembly at, about A.D. 930, •
39

z.
ZERUDDABEL, as General Master Mason of the Jews, dedicated the
Second Temple with joy, A.H. 3489, •
27
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II.
INDEX TO TKE CONSTITUTIONAL PART,

A.
Age of a candidate to he not less than 25, except by dispensation,
(4 Regulation),
Annual Communication of all the city Lodges to he holden on St. John
the Baptist's or St. John the Evangelist's day, (22 Reg.), new Grand llfaster, Deputy, and Wardens, to he
chosen at the (22 Reg.),
Appeals may he carried to the Grand Lodge,
to the Annual, from the Quarterly Communication of the Grand
Lodge,
.Atheist, no Mason ca.n he one,

B.
Behavior in a Lodge, after Lodge, before leaving, without strangers, but out of Lodge,
in presence of strangers not Masons,
at home,
to a strange Brother,
Dondmen cannot he admitted as Masons,
Brother, Masons to salute each other by the title of,
Brotherly love is to he cultivated as a foundation and cape-stone,

65
72
72
59
62
56

59
60
61
61

61
61
57
68,61
62

c.
Canilidates, not more than five to be made at one time (4 Reg.),
Canilidate, age of, not to he less than 25 years (4 Reg.), to be unanimously elected (6 Reg.),
to clothe the Lodge, and to deposit something for charity,
(7 Reg.), shall promise to submit to the constitutions, charges, and
regulations (7 Reg.), Cashier may he appointed by a Lodge to take charge of the charity
fund (7 Reg.), -

65
65
65
66
G6
66
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Caution before strangers mculcated,
one's family, friend.•, and neigliborg,
Charity Fund to he lodged with the Master, or WardeiLq, or Cashier, if
there be one (7 Reg.), ·
to be deposited by every new Brother at big making (7 Reg.),
regulation for, it1 the Grand Lodge (13 Reg.),
Clandestine Lodge, how to be treated (8 Reg.),
Committee to be appointed to examine all Brethren coming to the annual
feast (25 Reg.),
Committees, private, forbidden to be holden in a Lodge,
Complaints (or charges) , how to be conducted,
Constituting a new Lodge, manner of,

61
61
66
66
68
66

73
59
60
78

D.
Defect, physical, a disqualification for Apprentices,
57
58
Deputy Grand Master to be chosen by the Grand Master,
to be appointed by the Grand ~faster at the Grand
Feast (35 Reg.), •
76
must have been the Master of a Lodge,
58
may perform the duties of Grand Master in his
absence,
58
being sick, the Grand Master may appoint &
Deputy,pro tempore (18 Reg.),
71
cannot act as Master or Warden of a Lodge,
while in office (17 Reg.),
70
cannot be discharged without the consent of the
Grand Lodge (18 Reg.), ·
71
Disorderly Brother, how to be dealt with (9 Reg.) ,
67
Dispensations, cases in which they may be granted (5, 8, 12, 13
• 65, 66, 67,68
Reg.), .
E

Envy forbidden,
Excesses forbidden,
Entered Apprentices allowed to spesk at the Annual Communication (37
Reg.) ·
allowed to vote in making new regulations (39 Reg.),

59
60
77
77

F.
Feast to be held on St. John the Baptist's or St. John the Evangelist's
day (22 Reg.),
• 72
" must be agreed upon three months before (22 Reg.),
72
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Feast, if objected to by the Grand Master, or a majority of the Masters,
it must be dropped (22 Reg.),
72
72, 73, 74, 75
" how to be managed (23, 24, 25, 26, 27,30 Reg.),
Fellow, a name by which ~Iasons may call each other, •
58
Fellow Crafts and Master .Masons only, to be made only in Grand Lodge
68
(13 Reg.), •
permitted to speak at Annual Communication (37 Reg.), 77
Fidelity to the Lord (i, e., employer) inculcated,

59

Free-born, Masons must be,

57
G.

Grand Lodge to consist of Master and Wardens of all the Lodges, with
the Grand Master, Deputy, and Grand Wardens (12 Reg.),
to hold Quarterly Communications and an annual one
(12 Reg.),
duties and fiiDctions of (13 Reg.),
all matters in, to be determined by a majority of votes
(12 Reg.),
none but members to be present (12 Reg.),
Grand Master must have been a Fellow Craft,
other qualifications of, •
authority and powers of, ·
has two votes (12 Reg.),
be applied to on business without the knowledge of
" nothistoDeputy
(16 Reg.), •
has a right to preside in any Lodge (1 Reg.),
cannot be the Master or Warden of a Lodge during the
"
time of office (17 Reg.),
abusing his power, to be treated by a new regulation
(19 Reg.)'
dying, or being otherwise rendered incapable of discharg·
ing Ws office, how Ws place is to be supplied (21 Reg.),
to be elected only by the Master and Wardens of the
Lodges (29 Reg.),
how to be proclaimed (32 Reg.),
"
if not elected at the Annual Communication, or refuses
to serve, then the present Grand Master shall appoint
his successor, to be unanimously approved by the
Grand Lodge (33 Reg.),

If

67
67
67
67
67
58
58
62
67
70
64
70
71
71
75
7J

75

114

ANALYTICAL INDEX.

Gran<l Master to act as proxy for the Grand Illaster elect, if be be absent
at the time of his election, and to receive homage for him
(36 Reg.), •
77
must harangue· the Brethren and give them good advice
at the .Annual Communication (38 Reg.),
77

H.
Health must be consulted, by not continuing together too late, or too long
60
from borne after lodge hours are past,
Henry V., opinion concerning the act passed in tbe reign of,
63
Honor of the Ancient Brotherhood to be consulted,
61

I.
Til language to he avoided by the Craftsmen,
58
Instructing the 11Iaster and Wardens, right of secured to the Lodge,
(9 Reg.),
67
Instruction to be given to the younger Brethren,
61

J.
Journey-work not to

~

put to task,

L.
Laborers not to be employed in the proper work of Masonry.
Language, unbecoming, not to be used in the Lodge, Law, not to be resorted to, about what concerns Masonry, without an al:r
solute necessity, apparent to the Lodge,
Law suits between Masons to be conducted without wrath and rancour,
Legal course, never to be taken, unless the case cannot be otherwise
decided, Libertine, irreligious, (i.e., a freethinker,) a Mason cannot be one,
Wge, definition of,
every Brother to belong to one, anciently, no Mason could be absent from it, except from necessity, without severe censure,
qualifications for admission to (2 Reg.),
Rulers and Governors of, to be obeyed In their respective stations,
with humility, reverence, love, and alacrity,
is either particular or general, by-laws, roll, and minutes of, to be kept by the Master, Wardens,
or some Brother appointed by tbe llfaster (3 Reg.), members of, are the best jndges of whom they shall admit
(6 Reg.),
Grand. (See Grand Lodge.)

69

59
68
60
62
62
56
57
57

57
65
58
67
65
65
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111.

Majority of votes to decide in the Grand Lodge (12 Reg.),
Making of more than fi>e new Brothers at one time forbidden (4 Reg.)
Mason, the religion of one,
Master of a Lodge, his rights and authority (2 Reg.),
must have acted as Warden, the most expert of the Fellow Crafts to be chosen
as the,
who is the oldest Freemason, to preside in tbe Grand
Lodge, in the absence of higher officers (14 Reg.),
Grand. (See Grand Master.)
Ma<>OOS and Fellow Crafts to be made only in the Grand Lodge
(13 Reg.),
Merit, the only ground of preferment among Masons,
l\Iirth, innocent, to be enjoyed after Lodge, ~Ioral Law, a Mason obliged by his tenure to obey the,
~lotions to be received before dinner at the annual feast (28 Reg.),

67

6.5
56

6.5
58
58
6!)

64
57
60
56
74

o.
Obedience to the Rulers of Masonry inculcated,

68

P.
Past Grand Master, or Past Deputy, takes the place of the Grand
1>Iaster in his absence, and that of the Deputy (14 Reg.), " Master, the last, to preside in tbe abseoce of the Master (2 Reg.),
Petition or notice to be one month previous to admission of a member
(5 Reg.), Politics not to be brought into the Lodge,
Porters to be appointed for the annual feast (26 Reg.),
Preferment among Masons grounded on mmit,
Proxy, Grand Master may be in.~talled, and make his nominations by
(36 Reg.)'

6!)

65
G5

60
74
57
77

Q.
Qualifications for admission, - 57
physical, of candidates,
57
Quarreling and wrangling forbidden,
60
Quarrels about religion or politics forbidden,
60
Quarterly Co=nnlcations of the Grand Lodge directed to be holden
67
(12 Reg.), -
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Quarterly Communications none but members to be present at them
(12 Reg.),
Master 1\fasons and Fellow Crafts to be made
only there, except by di~pensation (13 Reg.),
differences that cannot be settled in private
"
or by Lodges, are to be decided there
(13 Heg.),
appeal from the, to the annual Grand Lodge
"
(13 Reg.),
Masters and Wardens to make their returns
"
"
there (13 Reg.),

..

R.
Rebels to government not to be countenanced, but cannot be expelled,
Regulations, General, were compiled by Gco. Payne,
how to be altered (39 Reg.),
Religion of a Mason, what it ought to be, •
disputes about, never to be brought into the Lodge, ·
Representatives of a Lodge are the !\faster and Wardens (10 Reg.),
Reverence to be paid to the 1\Iaster, Wardens, and Fellows,
Roll of members to be kept by the Master, Wardens, or some other
Brother appointed by the Alaster (3 Heg.),

67
68

68

68
68

56
64
77
56
60
67
6()
65

s.
Salute. Brethren to salute one another in a courteous manner,
Secretary, Grand, provision for his appointment (13 Reg.), ·
cannot be Master or Warden of a Lodge during his
time of office (17 Reg.),
Seniority no ground for preferment in Masonry, •
Senior Warden presides in the 1\Iaster's absence, if no Past Master be
present; and if there is, he must congregate the Lodge (2 Reg.),
Song, the Master's,
" Warden1s,
" Fellow Craft's,
.
" Entered Apprentice's,
Stewards for the annual feast to be appointed (23 Reg.),
Strange Brethren to be cautiously examined,
to be respected and relieved, •
to be employed or recommended,
Subjection to the civil powers inculcated, •

"

6()
68
70
57
65
83
93
98
100
72
61
62
62
56

A:SALYTICAL INDEX.

117

T.
Task work not to be put to journey,
59
Tyler, Grand, directed to be appointed (13 Reg.),
68
must be a Fellow Craft (13 Reg.),
68
·shall not be a member of the Grand Lodge (13 Reg.),
68
Tools to be approved by tbe Grand Lodge,
511
Treasurer, Grand, his appointments and powers (13 Reg.), •
59
cannot be Master or Warden of a Lodge (!uring the
time of his office (17 Reg.),
70

u
Unanimity in balloting for candidates required (6 Reg.)
cannot be dispensed with ( 6 Reg.) Unifonnity in work to be observed (11 Reg.),

65
65
67

v.
Visitation of tbe city Lodges by the Grand Master directed, (12 Reg.) 67
Vote&,amnjorityof, to decide all qllc;.tiom in the Grand Lodge, (12 Reg.), 67
the Grand Master bas two, (12 Reg.),
67

w.
Wages, no more to be given than deserved,
to be received without murmuring,
Warden must be a Fellow Craft,
to oversee the work in the Master's absence,
Wardens, to be elected by the Lodge, if it does not approve of the
MOBtcr's nomination (35 Reg.), •
Warden, Grand, must have b~en the Master of a Lodge, •
cannot be a Master or Warden of a Lodge during his
time of office (17 Reg.), Wardens, Grand, who are to act as such in the Grand Lodge (15 Reg.),
cannot be discharged by the Grand Master, without
the consent of the majority of the Grand Lodge
(18 Reg.),
are to prepare tickets for the feast (23 Reg.),
to be nominated by the Grand Master (35 Reg.),
to be elected by the Grand Lodge, if the Grand
Master's nomination is not approved (35 Reg.), ·

59
59
58
59
76
58
70
70

71
72
76
7G

•
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Wanaut t~ furm a new Lodge, must lJe olJtained fl·om the Grand ~hster
~~.

H

Witbdrawal of a number of Brethren from a Lodge, when only to be
permitted (8 Reg.), M
57
Women not to be admitted members of a Lodge,
Work on working days inculcated,
58
to be done reasonably, •
58
to be honestly fini~heu,
59
59
Worth and merit, the only gr01mds of preferment among Masons, -
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